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Abstract

The first part of this paper contains a summary of previous research on the
origins and use of Rimi ciphers in al-Andalus and the Maghrib. The
second part contains new information on the use of these ciphers in
Western Islamic mathematical works produced between the 12" and the
17" centuries of the Christian era. The third part is a critical edition of Ibn
al-Banna’s Iqtidab min al-‘amal b1 I-ramf 1 I-hisab, followed by a modern
reformulation of its mathematical contents.

Key words
Arabic mathematics — Rim7 ciphers — Al-Andalus - Maghrib — 14" c.
A.D. —Ibn al-Banna.
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