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Elevation and !loor plan of the sanctuary. Original drawings by Jujol. 
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Vicw of llw inlerior. 
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A fler a visit to the site in a rirst pre

liminary project of the Sahctuary de

dicatcd to lhe Vi rgin of MontsetTal 

was preparcd. which \\'ílS s ubse-

Jlucntly altcred . 

Work began in Novembe•· 1922: only 

two master slonemasons were invol-

ved, assisled by lhe local inhabitants 

who fo rmcd d ifrc rcnt work shifts. 

The villagc was small and the pea

pie werc not well-off, so thal the 

mos l eco n omical co n s l ruc ti o n 

means possible had lo be found. 11 

was decided lo use Portlnnd cemenl 

and san el only fo r lhe w holc projcct. 

Thc moulds wei'C made from woo-

den erales. in which were mixed the 

cemenl, sand and cindc•·s in thc t'e

quircd proportions. Volunlcers wilh 

carts wcnt lo fetch the cinders from 

thc Salomó ra ih.vay slntion, four ki-

lomctres away, where the engi ne 

boilcrs were emplied. The 

1 O x ·ts x 30 cm blocks wet·e the only 

elements used in lhe tu·chcs, walls 

ancl vaults. apart from the inrill siO· 

ncs takcn fi'Om thc co nsii'Uclion s i te 

itself. Similarly, thc winclows were 

madc from elcmcnts prefabricated 

on the si te: tl'inngular parts dcsigned 

by the architect which, once in pla

ce. formed hexagonal stars. 

Thc walls l'u nction only lo clase off 

the building: thc innumerable roo[ 

vaults rest on thc parabolic archcs 

emerging from thc pillars with a mi-

ni!llum scclion. 

In tlw prujt!C:I tlw HrlllJJ1Ciplan i' l'or

med from a complex o r triangles or 

different proportions, depending 

upon w helher they are on the 

periphery or inside, and from this re-

su lis a pcrimcler fonncd from a linc 

which is bi'Oken every four of rive 

met t·es, composed of 24 segments. 

The vaults rest on for ty-two pillars 

ancl, above the vaulls, thirly-three 

s mall domes a re reminiscenl of lhe 

forms of Montse•·•·at. Two thin neecl-

les stand out, one of sixteen metres, 

above the niche, and the other of 

twenly-seven metres, both of which 

crown the whole complex. 

Tho body consisl ing of the ni che and 

the sacristy juts oulwards, beyoncl 

the hillock, supported by parabolic 

m·chos above the lot'l'ain that slopo 

clown towards the cultivatod fields. 

The lancling and the whole of Lhe 

presbyte t·y rest on lhe hillock. 

A doo•· al the far ond of the sacristy 

opens onto a triangular balcony 

w hich, •·esting on a pillar, scems lo 

be the prow of a ship watching ovcr 

the cultivatcd fielcls. 

The esplanade surrounding lhe tem

ple has a t·ustic wallthal imilatcs thc 

orography of 1\lontscrrat. One scc

tion rcvcals thc tcchniquc uscd (de-

signcd lo reduce costs and working 

hours) which consists of Lhe use of 

mallress material supported by ercct 

iron pcdestals. faced with m orlaron 

both sicles and in thc most irregular 

way possible. 

A path desccncls from thc esplana

cle towards the north; on one side a 

series of parabolic arches hclp lo 

slighly widen the square, followcd 

immcdiately aftcrwards Uy a cave, 

in w hich the Virgi n hacl bccn cnth 

ro ned befo re 1936. 

The construction works were haltcd 

m 1 9~0 clue lo lack of funds. 

View of lhe interio r. from thc a lta r lo the entrance door. 
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