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* In a way, the Castelldefels highway could be seen as a " D 'alguna forma /'autovía de Caste/ldefels podría ser vista 

paradigmatic place of modernity. The Maciá Plan by Le com un /loe paradigmatic de la modernitat. El pla Macia de 

Corbusier and the GATEPAC of 1934 proposed a similar Le Corbusier i el GATEPAC de 1934 proposava un eix similar 

axis l inking the city, the airport and the city o f rest. unint la ciutat, /'aeroport i la ciutat de repós. 

Th is was the first motorway t o be built in Spain, anda Fou la primera autovía construi"da a Espanya, i una serie 

series of spontaneous, juxtaposed actions succeeded d 'accions espontanies i juxtaposades van tenir /loe al 1/arg 

each other along this axis througho ut the fifties: the d 'aquest eix a partir deis anys cinquanta: el 

development of Castelldefels as a mass tourist beach desenvo/upament de Caste/ldefels com a platja turísica de 

and the emergence of new programmes such as camp masses, /'aparició de nous programes, com campings, 

sites, bungalows, garden cities in the American s tyle, bungalows, ciutats jardí a /'americana, discoteques, Night-

discotheques, Caribbean night-clubs, bowling alleys, clubs caribencs, pistes de bit/les, billboards, grans 

billboards, l arge supermarkets. drive-in movies, the supermercats, autocines, el primer míting del PSUC, golf, 

first political meeting of the PSUC, golf courses, indus- arees industrials, hospita/s, habitatges obrers, pistes d 'esquí 

tria/ areas, hospitals, working-class housing, water- nautic ; business parks. 

skiing and business parks. Els diumenges deis anys seix anta la petita burgesia 

On Sundays in t he sixties the petite bourgeoisie carried realitzava una especie de processó ritual al 1/arg de /'autovía, 

out a kind of ritual p rocession along the h ighway, dri· conduint l'automóbi/ acabat d 'estrenar, a través d 'aque/les 

ving their brand new automobiles through those con- conquestes de la modernitat, en un bateig de ve/ocitat i 

quests of modernity in a baptism of speed and aerody- aerodinamica. Al final hi havia l'aeroport, ellímit, el /loe on 

namics. At th e end stood the airport, the limit, where Barcelona acaba i el món comenfa. 

Barcelona ended and the world began. The foreign visi- El visitant estranger també conduiria a través d 'aquestes 

tor would also drive along these replicas, simulations repliques, simu/acions, o realitats de la modernitat, abans de 

or realities of modernity before entering the city. capbussar-se en la ciutat. 

For decades this zone has been a laboratory for the Aquesta zona ha estat durant decades un laboratori pera la 

introduction of new programmes. In sorne cases the introducció de nous programes. En alguns casos e/s mode/s 

models have been assimilated; in o thers not. We find, han estat assimilats, en d 'altres no. Ens trobem, per exemple, 

for example, the ruins of an unsuccessful drive-in cine- les rui"nes d 'un autocine sense exit, com fragments d 'una 

m a, a kind of fragment of modern archaeo/ogy. arqueología moderna. 

As if it were o ne more of the peculiar ecosystems exis- Com si fos un més deis peculiars ecosistemes existents en el 

ting in the territory through which it runs, we might territori pe/ qua/ discorre, podríem considerar /'autovía de 

consider the Castelldefels highway as the paradigm of Caste/ldefe/s com a paradigma d 'un /loe inestable, on sempre 

an unstable place o ver which a cons tant transit of ideas ha flui"t un continu transit d ' idees." 

has flowed. • 

73 

Vago Conde 

Architectural Association Projects Review, 1987. 
lntervencions p rogramatiques sobre l"autovia de Castelldefels.Unltat de Yago Conde 
(Al f ons. actuacions sobre el Tilmesi. Uni tat d' Al ex Wall i Stefano di Martino 
Programmatic interventions along the Castelldefels highway. 
Des1gn unit headed by Yago Conde (In the background, projects on the Thames. 
Design unit headed by Alex Wall and Stefano d i Martino) 
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