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rarrons of Rarc, L~lirir, and Cirizeilshrp in Pustrrnuric;pation Socrerics. 
Chapel HiII: University of North Carolina Press, 2000. 

THE PRFSENT VULUML consists o í a  tighrly nit and crcatively iri~irwoven collccrion 
of essays by snmc of thc forernost exprris on slavery, colonialism, irid ctiipire from 
rhc Universitir.. rif Michigan and Chicayo. Tliis collection is the result v i  ali in- 
triguing change of Iiistririographical priorities within the Norrh American acarle- 
iniy fiom rhe decadrh fc>llowing the Civil Rights Muveriient, when crposiny, 
;idjiidging, and condernnirig  he ligacy of thc rcrrible instit~ition nt slavery was at 
thr Lrefront of many a scholar's agciida. Writing in today's iicg-liheral interna- 
tional political iconomy, rhcse historiaris a r i  now preoccupied witli rhr complex 
problcmatic aricl brnken prorniscs of freedurri. 

The books consists of rhree essays bracketed by a rhoiight-provoking intrricl~ic- 
rinn i n d  a bricf afterworcl. As indicared in [he introductioii, thc aurhors are con- 
rrriiril with how various discourrrs, ideas, and idcologies -coiicerning family and 
work, r~otiotiiic developmcnt, and q~ialitications on citizenship aiid l-iolirical par- 
ricipation- playril rliemsclves out in pos't-rrnaiicipation societics. They drrrioiistratc 
how borh rhetoric arid policy -gendcrcd. racist, aiid oii occasion ariti-racist grnrr- 
nlly reified somc rathcr fuiirtional 2nd predetermirird iiiethods of agrarian ex- 
ploitarinn: private ownership, triiaiir farining, and wage labor. Thc  resolurion of 
most o í  thcxc stories was quite farnili;ir: despite often making Lirief claiiiis to pow- 
cr through cullt.ctivi action, revolutionory o ,  iion-conforming social rriuvetiients, 
faced scrious imprcliriients 2nd limitations frorri t h ~  oiitsct. Ulrimately, nuri-Wesr- 
crn, unfamiliar or sirnply uiip~rniitcd labor and family urganizations within post- 
ern;iiiiipnrion socierics were Forcrd tn come to rerms with a ~ipitalisr imperarivc. 

Thr  urgiiiii7,ation of thc cssays prorrril iiinre or less chronologically. Versions of 
the first two, tiy Tlinmas C. Holt and Rebrrra r.i Scnrr, both appcared in sliglitly dif- 
tcrent forrns in Historia Social (Fall, 11135), so thrir ~ontenr may no[ bc entirely riiiucl 
to rlie Spanish rcader. Holt's contt-ihiition, "'l'hc Essence uf tlie Contraer: 'l'he Artic- 
ula~ioii of Racc, Gcndcr, and Politirnl T.conomy in Rritisti Etiiancipation IJolicy, 
1838.1866,'' Tii<:iises nn Jamaica, begiririiiig with thc emancipation uf  "appr~nticed" 
ex-slavcs and culi~iiiiariiig with the abolition uíself-gnvcrnmenr. Centering liis sriidy 
riin the political culturr oícolonial adminisrrators, he tr;ir.r rhe abandonmcnt uf clas~ 
s i~a l  lihiralism and its attcndatit promises, rhc cxtension u 1  color-hlind civil rights 
and ttir riifranchisement of formrr slavrs 2nd their dcscendants. Tliis was gradiially 
intcrchanged íor a racist ideology, in whirti Blacks were dccmed ill-rq~iipped to ex- 
crcise cheir libertics risponsihly. ToHolr, this traiirhrtiiation wasnot only du i  rn cul- 
tural prcjudicc against Jarriairan tamilies who did riot conform ro a bourgrois, 
Victorian ideal, bur also to the raiioiial calcularion that Blacks might use rhcir sover- 
cignty to tesi ideas and promote inttrrsts advcrse to [hose of thr rrictrnpnlis. 



Chanping gears from the ideas 2nd actions of imperial officcrs to [hose of the for- 
mally enslaved 2nd otlirr rural dorkers, Rebecca Scott's "Fault ~ i n e ; ,  Color Lines, 
and Party Liries: Race, Labor, 2nd Collcctive Action in Louisiana and Cuba, 1862- 
1912" consists of a comparativc study of collective actioii i i i  thr carie fields of the 
Louisiana Bayou and the Cuban province of Santa Clara. The outcomes wcrc dif- 
fcrcnt. Louisiana sugar workers endcd iip iii a racially segregated workforce, where 
white supremacist ideology ran rarnpant and in which "black" was generally asso- 
ciated with wage labor and "white" with small frceholding. In Cuba, althoiigh tlie 
appral tu racial pluralism was an effective mobilizing force during wars of inde- 
pendence againsc chc Spanish, the conclusinn nf colonial coriflicts did not usher in 
social harmony. A new capitalist alliance between Creole plantcri and United 
States occupation forces meant tliat prasants faced daunting challenges in the twen- 
tieth centiiiy. 

Frrdrrick Cooper's essay "Conditions Analogous to Slavrry: Iniprrialism and 
Free Labor Ideobgy in Africa" traces international colonial attitudes toward slav- 
erg, frcc labor, and forced labor i n  Africa beginning with the Congrcss of Berlin 
and ending with the aftrrinatli of Wurld War 11. He bcgins by disccssing the dif- 
fusion of the idea that coloiiialisrri brought with it a civilizing mission, characteris- 
tic r i f  advanred societies, that promiscd to obviate the slave rradc 2nd various 
rrpugriant, primitive forms of forccd labor. In British rinst Afrira, ~ l i e  slogan of an- 
ti-slavery accompanied the drive to convert Africans and former slaves into prolc- 
tarian wage earners. Conpcr rolitinues by dcmonstrating how various practices that 
did not confnrni to this frcc-labor ideal gradually bccame "tolerated", hased nn the 
helirf tliat Africans were "diffcrent". Some justified this IPSS-dogrnatic, yet 
rioricthcless baldly instrumentalisr, approach by claiming tu be rcspectful of whar 
they pcrccivcd to be, or held to he, "traditioiial" culture and practice. He  concludes 
by outlining issues intertwiiied with the gradual and rcluctant elimination offorcrd 
lahni, fitst i i i  tlir British and later in the French colonies. 

It is irriportant to note that Beyond Slauely is more than a collcction of specific 
case scudies, given thar eacli author freely draws upon an irnyressive and dense 
wealrh of knowlrdgc. In other words, this is riot a book in which spicularive and 
overly ambitious theorics hinge ori observations of isola~rd occurrrnces; rather, 
broad methodr of focusing coinplex qiiesrions are dcrivcd from yeat-s of archiva1 ex- 
prrieiice, scholarly experrise, aiid plain crudition. The aurhors roiitextualize specif- 
ic cases wirhin a corriparative framework in order to provide vivid, graspable 
illustrations of general phcnomcna. 'l'ht. reader is led firsr iinto Haiii arid the British 
West Indies, conrinucs wicli the American Sniirh aiid ilic Spanish Antilles, and cul- 
minatcs in British, French, 2nd evcn Belgian and Portugucsc Africa. This short vol- 
ume obvioiisly tnakes iio claims at exhaustiiig the analysis al1 post-emanciparion 
sacietics, but it does cleverly and flcxibly elucidate the major ways uT fucusing the 
discursive possibilirics conditioriing political oiitroiiies. 

Beyond Slnuery harbors broader itiiplications that perbaps transccnd the colonial 



experience. One observation, alluded to briefly in the afterword, is worth high- 
lighting. Post-emancipation possessed important similarities in Europe where 
legally defincd feudal relationships also broke down in favor of discursively cir- 
cumscribed and more diffuse relations of power. Multiple historical actors -from 
collective actions movements to official policymakers- also made use of the cate- 
gorics of "race" and "class" to transform, and sometimes undermine, for better or 
for worse, and from left tu right, many of the central tenets and much of [he egali- 
tarian vocabulary of classical liberalism. The case of Russia, and later thc Soviet 
Union and its sphere of influence, proves particularly interesting. Cathy Frierson, 
in her influential Peasant Icons, has researched various depictions of the Russian 
peasantry in the decades following the emancipation of the serfs. She has noted 
that, despitc cxalted irriages propagated by lircrary giants s ~ i ~ l i  as  Tnlstoy, late nine- 
r~enth-century intcllectuals brrarrir rlisciichanted, stripping ttir prasanrry of their 
mytliirally rerlemptive powcrs said tu tir rnored in their "aurhentic" Rus>iari pilri- 
ry. Arg~iaLdy, siich intcllcctual cndcavor carrirrl caraclysmic political consrqurriccs, 
givcn [he fact thal Riissian, like many East Europrari, peasanrs wcre larcr brutally 
uprooted and ultimatrly ~ubjiigared, largely against tticir will, to an agrarian 
regitiie characterizcd by forccd collicrive hrming and state cen~ral planning. In- 
trrrstirigly, Sralinist solutions ro moderniri~ig a "priinitive" a,grarian labor r o t c ~  fnl- 
lowed a ~urialisr, anti-capitalist cconomic throry, disciirsively anrithctical tu rriany 
of thc policies and idras dcsci-ihed by the abovc-mentioiird aiirhors. Needlcss to say, 
Marxist-Leninist ideology also rati rampant during the period u~2lccnlonization in 
ATrica and Asia, in which rnovcrnrrils oF narional Iiberation espoubrcl rlic wcll- 
knowri propagandistic arsenal of anti-rarisrri, aiiri-slavery, and anti-imperialism. 

The above otisrrvation evidentes thc appeal of ihis voliiiiie, which pro\,okes onr 
ro retlecr on similar isiurs falling outside capitalist econorriirs 2nd "liberal" post- 
colonial settinjis. Elcgant yet u~i~rrtriirioiis, theorerical sophistiratii:l yet highly 
rcadablr, neyond Slauery rcpresents a rliallciiging work to rhc cxpert, ari ryr npen- 
ing introductioii to rine confronting such irsues for thc first time, and a must rrad 
for thosc intcrestrd ir1 i i r  liisrorg ofpolit~cal ideas. Its broacl scope, intrepid though 
iiiianced asserrions, and compara~ivist iiierhods c&stirutc some uTilir iiinst positivc 
attritiiirrs rhat North Arncrican schiilarilii~i has ro offer today. 
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