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Abstract

The reflection on socio-affective relations and the construction of social order in public transport originated in the thought of Georg Simmel. This
theme has been deepened by the French tradition of urban studies studying the role of emotional exchanges between public users in the construction
of the social order of New York and Paris subways. However, when observing transport systems of this type in Latin America, there are other popula-
tions that, by using the subway for commercial purposes, influence the construction of the socio-affective order in the subway. These cases allow us
to relate other Simmelian reflections on socio-affective relations, such as the notion of the poor and the stranger. Based on this, the article proposes
to move towards a general and inclusive reflection on the importance of socio-affective relations in the construction of social order in subways.
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Das Geistesleben unter die grofB3stadte: el orden socioafectivo en el metro
desde una perspectiva simmeliana

Resumen

La reflexidn sobre los intercambios socioafectivos y la construccion del orden social en el transporte puiblico se originé en el pensamiento de
Georg Simmel. Un tema que ha sido profundizado por la tradicién francesa de estudios urbanos, la cual ha estudiado el papel de los intercam-
bios emocionales entre el usuario ptiblico en la construccién del orden social de los metros de Nueva York y de Paris. No obstante, al observar
los sistemas de transporte de este tipo en Latinoamérica, se aprecia que existen otras poblaciones que, al usar el metro con fines comerciales,
influyen en la construccién del orden socioafectivo en este transporte. Estos casos nos permiten relacionar otras reflexiones simmelianas en
torno a los intercambios socioafectivos, historias como, la nocién del pobre y del extranjero. Basdndose en esto, el articulo propone avanzar
hacia una reflexién general e inclusiva sobre la importancia de las relaciones socioafectivas en la construccion del orden social en el metro.
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Presentation

From the guidelines of classical sociological theory, it is commonplace
to think of Georg Simmel as an eccentric author, who lacked a solid
methodological proposal but possessed stimulating essayistic prose
with which he outlined the modern city's forms of sociability (Frisby,
1990). However, in opposition to this perspective, Esteban Vernik
(2008) proposes a retrospective reading of Simmel's work, based on
his last works, about a philosophical view of life (Simmel, 2004) and
about pedagogy (Simmel, 2008). When reading Simmel's work from
this perspective, the attempt he made to systematize a pedagogical
and methodological proposal rooted in his philosophical perspective
of life can be appreciated. This pedagogy sought to convey the idea
of the connection that exists between people life's spheres, and how
the connections between these could be useful for the formulation
of analytical perspectives. So, for Simmel (2004, p. 53)
“[...] all our psychic contents, experienced actively or passive-
ly, are fragments of worlds, each of which properly signifies a
specially configured totality of world content. With regard to
the theoretically conceivable ‘real’ world, it is common for all
of us to adopt this attitude: we all know that our knowledge is
fragmentary”.

In this regard, | consider that Simmel was consistent with this
proposal, which reflected his own analytical exercise, in which his
philosophical, aesthetic and sociological perspective was mixed,
through which he appreciated and conceptualized the forms that
sociability took in modern cities. Such is the case of The metropolis
and mental life (Simmel, 1950a). This text could be the first aesthetic
and sensorial ethnography, due to the use of the fldneur (Benjamin,
1989) that Simmel uses to describe urban life through his senses.
Thus, Simmel built the sociological data that support his propositions
from his sensations and perceptions. Similarly, we also owe to Simmel
the first attempt to recognize the important role that affectivities play as
a form of social relationship (Sabido Ramos, 2017), which is condensed
in his proposal on the effects of affections on socialization forms.

Although it was never Simmel's intention to establish an intel-
lectual testament or a research method (Vernik, 2004), reading Sim-
mel’s work in retrospect we can appreciate a heuristic proposal to
think about the social and a methodological proposal to investigate
the phenomena around socialization forms. At the end of his work
and his life, Simmel (2004) conceived research as an activity closer to
art than to reason. An activity that connects with the different worlds
that make up the life of the person who investigates (Simmel, 2004).

In addition, the Simmelian proposal of linking art with reason
and his essayistic prose full of sociological snapshots (Simmel, 2007)
was characterized by enunciating forms of sociability, which he did
not necessarily develop in their final consequences. These impres-
sions, captured at the time, ultimately became reflections of greater
theoretical and methodological significance; in Simmel, there is a source
of inspiration for the sociological imagination (Mills, 1961). A quality
that, by itself, should be appreciated as a valuable sociological heritage.

In this article, these Simmelean legacies are recovered to analyze
the socio-affective relationships in the study of social order in the
subway. A social order that, | presume, is built from the relationships
maintained by the different types of actors within this means of trans-
port. Within this type of actors, it is necessary to incorporate the peo-
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ple who occupy the subway for economic purposes. This is the case of
the different types of merchants, urban artists and beggars who carry
out their activities in the corridors and on board the wagons. These
people and activities have not been considered by the French tradition
of urban studies which has overseen studying with greater attention
the socio-emotional construction of social order in the subway.

The first section of the article highlights the Simmelian legacies
that enable the ethnographic study of the socio-affective order in
the subway. The second section highlights the socio-emotional char-
acteristics of the subway that allow me to propose the study of a
“spirit under the city”. In the third section, | present the approaches
and studies carried out by the French School of Urban Studies in
the study of the socio-emotional construction of social order in the
subway. In the fourth section, based on the studies carried out on
the subways in Latin America, | present some of the populations and
activities that should be incorporated into the study of the subway’s
social order. Finally, | offer some reflections for the construction of a
research agenda on the importance of socio-affective relationships
in the construction of social order under the city.

1. For a sensitive ethnography: the
methodological contribution of Georg
Simmel

Deconstructing the aesthetic-analytical perspective that | appreciat-
ed in Simmel from the reconstruction of a literary genealogy, reflect-
ed in his execution of sociological snapshots. Based on the analysis
Benjamin (1989; 2010) made on the fldneur and modernity, one can
appreciate the evolution of a way of registering the emotional and
sensory experience that life in the city provokes, which ranges from
the aesthetic literature to the vestiges of sensory ethnography. From
the fldneur represented by Baudelaire (Benjamin, 2010) to the de-
tective literature of Edgar Alan Poe (2009), one can appreciate the
way of being in the world and immerse oneself in the streets and its
commercial life. Through this way of being in the city, the poet gets
lost in the spaces of the city to find, through his sensations and emo-
tions, those surprising and impressive elements that move him and
inspire aesthetic reflections (Benjamin, 1989). This relationship has
been analyzed from literary and political perspectives (Buck-Morss,
1986; Pizarro, 2012), which have highlighted the relationship be-
tween Poe's Man of the Crowd (2009) with the idea of loitering that
characterizes the poetic attitude of the fldneur, which can be seen in
Baudelaire's prose (Buck-Morss, 1986; Benjamin, 1989).

Based on this general genealogy, Simmelian snapshots could be
the link between poetry and ethnography. As | have pointed out, the
ethnographic exercise that Simmel inspired was more familiar with
the fldneur of the poets of the late nineteenth century than with
the methodical systematization of experience. That ethnographical
method would be condensed by the members of the Chicago School
and by modern anthropology. Thus, what Simmel does in most of
his essays is a sensitive and emotional analysis of the experience
of urban life. One aspect that Simmel sought to highlight was the
construction of urban culture, with special emphasis on the sociabil-
ity that occurred in public spaces. A sociability marked by numerous
crowds, interactions with strangers and stimulating nervous life (Sim-
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mel, 1950a). Very similar to what Benjamin (1989; 2010) developed
in his “passages” on fldneur-style analysis, which was inspired by the
analysis of Baudelaire's and Poe's work. This similarity could leave the
door open to the analysis of Simmel's work in Benjamin's thought.

The sensory and emotional aspects with which Simmel identified
the sociability that characterized large cities are condensed in the
notion of “blasé attitude" (Simmel, 1950a). This concept will be
key for the subsequent study of social order in public spaces, since it
describes emotional states and how they build the forms of modern
sociability in cities, characterized by emotional control as a sign of high
civility (Goffman, 1979). In this same analytical vein, the differentiated
and differentiating role played by the senses in social interactions is a
characteristic that distinguishes Simmelian observations from the mere
description of ethnography. A style that, due to the oblivion suffered
by the author, has not been recovered until recent times by anthro-
pology and the sociology of emotions (Sabido Ramos, 2017; 2021).

My proposal is that the incorporation of the epistemological and
methodological principles that are appreciated in a fragmentary way in
Simmel's work could play in the study of behaviors and socio-affective
relationships that constitute social order in the subway. Especially, in
Latin American subways where — although not exclusively — social
order is built based on the sociability of multiple actors that go beyond
the users, the authorities and the acts of materiality that constitute this
means of transportation (Joshep, 1994). What | propose is to recognize
and incorporate the activities carried out by merchants, street musicians
and beggars in the subway. The activities carried out by these people
give another level of complexity to the socio-affective relationships and
the sensitivity that support the social order in the subway.

A second objective of the work, beyond the analysis of the social
order in the subway, is to highlight the heuristic contribution that
lies in the Simmelian heritage on his vitalist perspective of research.
Although Simmel insisted on saying that his work would have no
heirs (Vernik, 2008). In retrospect, the foundations of an ethno-
graphic methodology can be extracted from Simmel's work, which
is based on observation and sensitive registration through which
the social behaviors that are represented in urban spaces can be
described. That is, identifying the forms of objective urban culture
and the subjective forms of urban culture (Sabido Ramos, 2003).
Within which, returning to the theme of social order in the subway,
the appropriations carried out by the different populations could
be an expression of those urban subjective cultures under the city.
Which, for the most part, are in constant tension and conflict with
the structures and norms that govern civic behavior under the city.

In this sense, what the vitalist proposal of Simmelian pedagogy
proposes is very similar to what Maritza Pereiano (2014) has re-
cently proposed regarding ethnography as a way of life. Through
this, beyond the sensitive impressions that are expressed in the
monographs, ethnography is an epistemological perspective that
allows the creation of a theory from the reflection and questioning
of everyday experiences.

2. The Geistleben under the city: the subway
as an ethnographic space of modern life

As some specialists of Simmel's work and thought point out (Vernik,
2012), culture is one of the central themes in the author's work — for
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the case at hand, urban culture. In this sense, based on the analysis
of Rammstedt (Vernik, 2012) and Wolff (1950), Simmel transferred
the notion of spirit from the discussion of German nationalism to
the observation of life in the nascent cities of the early twentieth
century. In Simmel's idea, as was seen in the discussion about a
spirit within German culture (Wolff, 1950), there was a common
culture in the behavior and social order of cities. Describing the
forms through which this culture was expressed was what Simmel
understood from the notion of Geist. In this way, Simmel transfers
to the local scale his question about how society is possible (Wolf,
1950) towards how social order is possible in urban spaces where
the agglomerations of people begin to be appreciated, the growth
of economic life, and therefore, the growth of psychological life
(Simmel, 1950a).

That is the epistemological context in Simmel's thought, which
surrounds the following snapshot, in which the author reflected on
the questioning of sociability and order in urban transport:

“Before the development of buses, trains, and streetcars in the

nineteenth century, people were not at all in a position to be

able or to have to view one other for minutes or hours at a time
without speaking to one another. Modern traffic, which involves
by far the overwhelming portion of all perceptible relations
between person and person, leaves people to an even greater
extent with the mere perception of the face and must thereby
leave universal sociological feelings to fully altered presupposi-
tions” (Simmel, 2009, p. 573).

According to Simmel, inside transport, people are physically so
close that knowledge about interactions and perceptions of body
contact is at the expense of facial expressions and visual perception
(Simmel, 2009). Simmel leaves the note there and continues with his
impressionistic analysis of the role played by the rest of the senses
in urban sociability. But it leaves the door open to reflection on the
construction of sociability and the construction of social order on
board urban transport. A door that can be crossed to analyze the case
of the subway, and thus raise the general conditions of what, follow-
ing Simmel's proposal, could be “spiritual life below the big cities".

This idea has already been taken up by the French school of
research on behavior and social order in urban transport. The basis
for these reflections is Joshep's readings on the work of Simmel,
Goffman and Lefevbre among other scholars of urban sociability
(Paraise & Israél, 2004). Based on this, a research school on urban
behaviors in the subway, seen as a space for sociability and mobility,
was created (Aranguren & Tonnelat, 2013). From this perspective,
some studies have shown that different forms of socialization are
carried out in the subway, what constitutes it as an urban space with
its order of interaction. (Ocejo & Tonnelat, 2013).

In recent times, the studies that have been carried out on emo-
tions and social order in the Paris subway (Aranguren & Tonnelat,
2013) and in the New York City Subway (Tonnelat, 2012; Aranguren
& Tonnelat, 2013) stand out. In contrast to other approaches to
behavior and social order in the subway (Augé, 1998), Tonnelat
and company have developed a methodology through which they
record the role played by emotions in social exchanges between
subway users (Aranguren & Tonnelat, 2013). One of the elements
of this methodology was identifying the different situations, such
as the embarking and disembarking wagons, in which interactions
between people could be tense (Aranguren & Tonnelat, 2013).

"y
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Following Joshep's (2004) proposal, the authors demonstrate how
these socio-emotional exchanges constitute an important part of
Paris' subway social order. A space that was the benchmark for the
first studies on informal commerce in the subway of Paris (Costes,
1988). In addition to this aspect, which | will recover later, the work
of Costes identified that there was a stratified use of the subway,
which differed according to nationalities and social strata. Although
without the aspect of informal commerce, the work of Tonnelat and
Kornblum (2017) on line 7 of the New York City Subway highlights
how the mobility of the people who use this line is also marked by
their different nationalities and cultural affiliations. This identifica-
tion of stability in the contacts with strangers, who in spite of it are
also trustworthy, is one of the elements that allow the construction
of trust between Subway users (Tonnelat, 2011).

With the mediation of Joshep's readings, and the influence of
Goffman, in some of the approaches of Tonnelat and company, the
influence of Simmel can be noted, both in the appreciation of emo-
tions in relation to crowds in space (Aranguren & Tonnelat, 2013)
and in the management of social contacts with strangers (Tonnelat,
2011). Even the operability of the method to identify emotions
through the faces of users (Aranguren & Tonnelat, 2014) could be
understood as that allusion that Simmel made about the relationship
between faces and eye contact onboard public transport.

3. Beyond Paris and New York: the geist under
Latin American cities

The contribution made by the French School of Urban Studies to
the study of social order in the subway is undeniable. Although it
has never been the intention of Tonnelat and his team to formulate
a general theory on the construction of social order in the subway,
| consider that the contribution that their research has made would
be greater if their postulates were transferred to study the order un-
der other cities. Unfortunately, it is rare that studies are carried out
in which the cases of the subways of different cities are compared,
especially when these cities belong to different regions of the world,
for example, Latin America. There is no doubt that the language in
which research is written is still one of the main barriers to scientific
communication. This article seeks to be a first step to reduce the
gap among the Anglo-Saxon, French and Latin American schools of
thought in the study of social order in the subway.

Although it is necessary to respect the particularities of each
case, seen as an urban space, the subway is a means of transport
that contains general material and sociological characteristics that
make it special to study the socio-affective exchanges that consti-
tute its social order. A first aspect has to do with the numerous ag-
glomerations of people they gather, especially in transport systems
of this type found in large cities. From Tokyo to Mexico City, subway
systems move millions of people a day through urban spaces.

As Tonnelat (2011) has highlighted, these agglomerations, the
constant rubbing of bodies and emotional frictions, make them
wonder how social order is possible with these conditions of ag-
glomeration, and how the density of agglomerations is a factor to
be studied in the emotional management of interactions between
users (Aranguren & Tonnelat, 2013). In a literary context, for the

Digithum, No. 29 (January 2022) |

Universitat Oberta de Catalunya

A RELATIOMAL FERSFECTIVE OM CULTURE II|
AMD SOCIETY Il

Das Geistesleben unter die grof3stddte: the socio-affective
order in the subway from a Simmelian perspective

Latin American case, Carlos Monsivais (1989) made the same ques-
tion in his ironic essays that describe the urban experience in the
subway of Mexico City. In the same city, but in a similar context
as the first studies on the social order in the Paris subway (Joshep,
1995; 2004), actions have been implemented that have managed to
order the embarking and disembarking to or from wagons, through
the installation of marks on the floors of the station platforms (Car-
reén Vazquez, 2018).

This leads to identifying a second sociological aspect of the urban
experience in the subway that concerns displacements in the spaces
of the subway (Augé, 1998). This encompasses mobility, emotions,
sociability with strangers and one's own relationship with the mate-
riality of the stations and wagons. That supposes the learning of the
specific rules of conduct of the subway. In the footsteps of Lofland
(1998. Cited by Tonnelat, 2011, p. 3) “[flive rules would guide the
actions of city dwellers: cooperative mobility, civil inattention, audi-
ence role, restricted help and propriety towards diversity (Lofland,
1998)". Of these, Tonnelat (2011) highlights that cooperative mobil-
ity and civil inattention are central to understanding social order in the
subway. Aspects that could be enriched by the study of social order
in the subways of Latin America, in which, as | will present, there are
many actors who, due to their economic and commercial activities,
seek to break with the principle of civil inattention.

The vulnerability of these aspects also affects the foundations
on which relationships of trust are built in the subway. According to
Tonnelat (2011), this trust is built based on the material conditions
that guarantee the subway service and thanks to the reliability pro-
vided by strangers who board the subway. However, in Latin Amer-
ican cases, the consistency of the material conditions of the subway
is not reliable. As shown by Lenin Pires (2011) at the beginning of
his ethnography, which begins with the conflict that generated a
failure in the services of the Rio de Janeiro subway. A more serious
case would be the terrorist attacks that were experienced in Ma-
drid’s subway.

In relation to bodily and emotional contact with strangers, an-
other notable aspect relates to emotional management in the case
of the rubbing of bodies. On these interactions, Simmel could be
directly evoked, who presents as a general condition of modern so-
ciability spiritual distance in contrast to physical closeness. However,
the works carried out by the French tradition of social order in the
subway make it possible to problematize this Simmelian maxim,
since, behind the apparent spiritual distance, there is a whole series
of rules and behaviors of socio-emotional containment that are not
written but learned, which are practiced in the various situations
that make up the social order in the subway. In other words, there
are a series of behaviors, and ways of moving the body and divert-
ing sensory attention that show that there is a whole series of rules
of conduct that subway users learn and manage (Tonnelat, 2011).

The learning of this bodily, sensory, and emotional knowledge is
part of a series of experiences that are acquired throughout the trips
on board the subway. In addition, as can be seen in urban experi-
ences, there is an urban education that fathers and mothers instill
from childhood in each subway trip. From the way of approaching
the wagons, the way of holding the handrails, the names of the
stations, the routes of the lines, the silence that must be maintained,
the eyes that must not be fixed on any person, among the endless
teachings that are at the core of urban education. These teachings
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precede the rules of conduct themselves that are reinforced through
regulations and promoted through advertising by the authorities of
these means of transport.

These rules and behaviors can vary from one subway to another,
and that they are linked to the urban culture of each city. For exam-
ple, in Tokyo's subway, it is bad manners to talk in the carriages, and
eating food and making or answering calls on board the carriages
is prohibited. This contrasts with what Lenin Pires (2011) observed
in the subway cars of Rio de Janeiro, where card games are part of
the activities that people do to pass the time when the journeys are
long. Also, other uses can be seen in which the order of interaction
includes embodied relationships between people of the same sex in
the subway cars of Mexico (Vizcaya, 2019). These examples show
the multiplicity of uses that are carried out in the subway, seen as a
social space rather than as a single means of transportation.

4. About beggars, street musicians and
merchants: some underground snapshots

It would be impossible to describe the vast heterogeneity of
uses and forms of socialization that could be identified in each
of the subways of the world's great cities. Even a great ethno-
graphic study would be needed that could describe the forms of
socialization that comprise the lines that weave the underground
transport network of a city. Nevertheless, another type of behavior
is influenced by commercial and economic practices that, despite
the prohibitions of the authorities, some people carry out on board
the wagons. In this regard, as if it were a spatial allegory of the
social hierarchy itself, although depending on the levels of pov-
erty and the restrictions of each underground transport system,
the subways of the world are the receptacle for artists, beggars,
pickpockets, and merchants who live in the city. From the charac-
terization that Costes (1988) made of the merchants and beggars
of the Paris subway, it can be identified that most of them were
people who had migrated from Algeria and other countries and
had found in the subway a space where to develop their business
activities to survive in the city.

In correspondence with the labor problems and the inequality that
prevails in Latin American cities, a large part of the studies on urban
transport of the subway type have focused on the description and anal-
ysis of the popular economies that develop within them (Serna, 2020).

This does not mean that this type of activity is not carried out
in other subways around the world, at least not in the case of the
subways of Europe and North America. | have already mentioned
that the first study on these issues originated in Paris (Costes,
1988), and for his part, Tanenbaum (1995) described the process
of regulation of the musicians who played in the New York subway.
However, the socioeconomic conditions that exist in Latin American
cities make popular activities more recurrent in this region. These
artistic and commercial appropriations can be found in cities such
as Rio de Janeiro (Pires, 2011), Buenos Aires (Graziano et al., 2007;
Perelman, 2013) and Mexico City (Serna, 2020). In this regard,
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perhaps because it is the largest subway in the region, Mexico City
is where a greater number of socio-anthropological investigations
have been carried out on the commercial, begging and artistic uses
of the subway (Serna, 2020).

In addition, Mexico City's subway is the transport of its kind
that hosts a greater number of popular economic activities. Among
the multiple activities that are carried out daily in its corridors and
wagons, wagon merchants stand out, who offer low-quality items
at very affordable prices, a group that is the most numerous and
visible; also urban artists, who may well be young students, adult
musicians and even people with disabilities; young people in a
street situation who practice acts of fakirism (Estrada, 2021); AIDS
patients; elderly beggars and mentally, visually (Serna, 2019) or
hearing impaired merchants; rural migrants (Serna, 2014).

Since the early 1990s, a large part of these activities has been
the subject of numerous socio-anthropological studies. These studies
have shown the different ways through which these people estab-
lish different socio-affective and economic ties with the materiality
of the subway space, as well as with users, with the authorities and
regulations that order the conduct in the subway. The complexity of
these relationships takes the social order of the subway to another
analytical level, since, in addition to the fact that the actors and
factors that compose it increase, the socio-affective relationships
that sustain it involve a greater number of emotions.

In the case of the relationships that involve the different types of
wagon merchants, they are interwoven between conflicts and col-
laborations with the public user; conflicts and negotiations with the
authorities; and conflicts with the application of the legal norms that
penalize the commercial use of the subway spaces (Serna, 2020).
This density of socio-affective relationships allows sociability in the
subway to be understood from a Simmelian perspective, mainly in
relation to the sociability that involves conflict as a constitutive rela-
tionship of social order (Simmel, 2009). For its part, this type of rela-
tionship contravenes the proposal of Tonnelat (2011) who proposes
that one of the elements that sustain social order in the subway
is the cooperative relationships between the populations that use
the subway. When appreciating the case of the social relations that
sustain popular commerce in Mexico City's subway, social order is
integrated by cooperative relations as well as by conflictive relations.

Another type of relationship that can be seen through the
popular economic activities in the subway is that which represents
the different begging populations. It is an activity with a certain
degree of complexity since it is part of a moral economic exchange,
as Simmel initially exposed when he problematized the socio-moral
rights enjoyed by poor people (Simmel, 2009). For example, in the
case of Mexico City's subway this activity is highly heterogeneous.
There are at least four forms of representation of begging in Mexico
City's subway, which are:

1) Pure begging: beggars who make a dramatized representa-
tion of the stigma they carry. Sick people, pregnant women,
some ex-convicts, infants who ask for charity, beggars of
supposed rural origin (Serna, 2014) and people with disabil-
ities could fall into this category.

1. This idea was originally presented in the framework of the article: “The presentation of the beggar in the everyday subway. Ethnographic notes on the moral
affective economy of the forms of begging in the subway of Mexico City”, Congreso 2019. Sociedad Mexicana de Sociologia, 27 September 2019.
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2) Artistic begging: they are people who base their rep-
resentation not only on the condition of their stigma but
also rely on an artistic act, regardless of its aesthetic, mu-
sical, declamatory, or acrobatic quality. Within this group,
we would find blind singers (Serna, 2019), poets and street
musicians, fakirs and AIDS patients.

3) Commercial begging: people who accompany the presentation
of their stigma with the sale of some merchandise that is offered
to users/spectators for a “voluntary cooperation”. Within this
category, we find the “silent candy” who have no disability.

4) Intimidating begging: through it, people not only manip-
ulate the user/spectator through the emotions of pity and
compassion but also use fear to obtain the gift. In this group
ex-convicts and young are found.

With their particularities, each of these activities problematizes
both the ideas of Simmel (2009) and Goffman (1970), since the
purpose of the socio-affective bond is to politicize the stigma that
is presented by begging people so that the user, moved by the rep-
resentation of the pitiful cause, ends up giving a coin. In this sense,
the emotional work of the begging person is to provoke pity and
thus force the demonstration of the right of the poor that had been
enunciated by Simmel.

The work of Flor Estrada (2021) has been the research that has
best described the particularities of the emotional work carried out
by beggars in Mexico City's subway. Estrada (2021) placed great
emphasis on the role played by the socio-emotional relationships
that fakirs maintain with the public user to move or intimidate them
and thus be able to obtain financial compensation after lying down
on the glass that they put on the wagon’s floor. In addition, the
author highlights the relationships that these populations establish
with the materiality of the wagons to perform their acrobatic acts
there. Finally, the work highlights the role played by other senses,
such as smell and hearing, in the creation of links between beggars
and the public user. That offers an opportunity to appreciate the
emotional order in the subway beyond visual perceptions.

This activity also gives another dimension to the socio-moral and
affective order that takes place in the subway, not only because of
the socio-affective relationships that sustain them but also because
it is an activity that is carried out, although with different intensities,
in different Latin American subways (Graziano et al., 2007) and
throughout the world. For instance, in the case of Berlin city, its
U-Bahn? is used by many beggars and musicians. The musicians
are divided between young musicians who play classical music or
realize another music performance and the musicians who play con-
temporary Latin music hits. In the other group, we find the beggars,
represented by old people and young people. Some of them sell
the social newsletter called Mots for 1.20 euros or ask for a coin
or food help; others just present themselves in a low voice and ask
for some help either with some food or a coin. Through the coin
given by the users to beggars and musicians, we can find a social
relationship. On the firsthand, the classical music shows were more
appreciated than popular music presentations, so we can notice a
kind of distinction and cultural taste about it. On the other hand, the
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moral relationships with beggars were more complicated, because
the beggar's discourse must be very convincing to touch the heart
of the users and transform piety into material help.

Final reflections: in search of the Geist
below the city

Although it is necessary to deepen the particular and comparative
study of each of these activities, it is necessary to point out that the
recognition of these populations problematizes the notion of the
social order that is built under the city. In this sense, beyond the soci-
oeconomic implications that influence the practices carried out in Latin
American subways, it is necessary to integrate them to build a heuristic
perspective on the socio-affective exchanges that constitute the social
order in the subway. This work has sought to pay in this respect.

On a theoretical level, despite time, Georg Simmel's thought is a
living heritage that allows us to understand the different socio-affec-
tive relationships that are identified when studying the social order
of Latin American subways. The socio-affective and material condi-
tions found in this region of the world make the Simmelian notions
of the poor, the stranger, and the conflict necessary to understand
the socio-affective exchanges that are woven under Latin American
cities. In this regard, the case of begging in the subway due to its
conditions is offered as a case that would allow the development of
comparative studies in different subways around the world, both in
Europe and Latin America.

Finally, methodologically, | consider that it would be desirable to
incorporate sensory data from more senses in relation to the analysis
of emotions. This poses a challenge to go beyond methodological
ocularcentrism. The construction of sound landscapes or olfactory
maps could be some options to complement the visual data with
which emotions are identified in facial gestures. This is perhaps the
most problematic aspect of the scientific exercise. However, they are
part of the challenges that arise to find a heuristic framework that
includes the widest possible spectrum of the spirit under big cities.

References

ARANGUREN, M.; TONNELAT, S. (2013). “Les visages du métro ou
la force des émotions faibles. Contacts physiques, transactions
émotionnelles et densité de voyageurs dans le métro de Paris".
Meétropolitiques, no. 170. Rapport de la prospective RATP. https://
www.academia.edu/23671932/Les_visages_du_métro_ou_la_
force_des_émotions_faibles_Contacts_physiques_transactions_
émotionnelles_et_densité_de_voyageurs_dans_le_métro_de_Paris

ARANGUREN, M.;: TONNELAT, S. (2014). “Emotional transactions in
the Paris subway: combining naturalistic videotaping, objective
facial coding and sequential analysis in the study of nonverbal
emotional behavior". Journal of Nonverbal Behavior, vol. 38, no.
4, pp. 495-521. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10919-014-0193-1

2. The U-Bahn was inaugurated on 15 February 1902. It has 173 subway stations distributed in nine lines along of 146.3 kilometers around Berlin city. It transports
daily in average of 1.3 million of passengers and near of 45.7 million of users per year.

Digithum, No. 29 (January 2022) |


http://digithum.uoc.edu
https://www.academia.edu/23671932
https://www.academia.edu/23671932
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10919-014-0193-1

Universitat Oberta de Catalunya

DIGITHUM

https://digithum.uoc.edu

AUGE, M. (1998). £l viajero subterrdneo: Un etndlogo en el subway.
Barcelona: Gédisa.

BAUDELAIRE, C. (2000). El Spleen de Paris. Mexico: FCE.

BENJAMIN, W. (1989). El libro de los pasajes. Spain: Akal.

BENJAMIN, W. (2010). Ensayos escogidos. Buenos Aires: El cuenco
de plata.

BUCK-MORSS, S. (1986). “The Flaneur, the sandwichman and the
whore: The politics of loitering”. New German Critique, no. 39.
Second Special Issue on Walter Benjamin (Autumn, 1986), pp.
99-140. https://doi.org/10.2307/488122

CARREON VAZQUEZ, G. (2018). “Modelos y simulaciones mul-
ti-escala de sistemas de transporte publico”. Tesis de doctorado
en Ciencias de la Computacién. Mexico: National Autonomous
University of Mexico (UNAM).

COSTES, L. (1988). “Les petites commercants du métro parisien”.
Reveu européenne de migrations internationales. vol. 4, no. 3,
pp. 57-71. https://doi.org/10.3406/remi.1988.1179

ESTRADA, F. (2021). En la forma del pedir estd el dar: trabajo emocion-
al de personas de poblacion callejera en el Subway de la Ciudad
de México. PhD thesis on Social Work. National School of Social
Work — National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM).

FRISBY, D. (1990). Georg Simmel. Mexico: FCE.

GOFFMAN, E. (1970). Estigma. La identidad deteriorada. Buenos
Aires: Amorrortu.

GOFFMAN, E. (1979). Relaciones en publico. Microestudios del
orden publico. Madrid: Alianza editorial.

GRAZIANO, M. F; LAJARRAGA, A.; GRILLO, D. (2007). “Las prac-
ticas de mendicidad en la red de subterrdneos de la Ciudad de
Buenos Aires”. VI Jornadas de Sociologia, pp. 161-188.

JOSEPH, |. (2004). Météor. Les métamorphoses du subway. Paris:
Economica.

JOSEPH, 1. (1994). Gare du Nord. Mode d'emploi: programme
de recherches concertées, Plan Urbain-RATP-SNCF. Paris: Re-
cherches Editions.

Mills, W. (1961). La imaginacidn socioldgica. Mexico: FCE.

OCEJO, R.; TONNELAT, S. (2013). “Subway diaries: how people
experience and practice riding the train". Ethnography, vol. 15,
no. 4, pp. 1-23. https://doi.org/10.1177/1466138113491171

PARASIE, S.; ISRAEL, L. (2004). “In memoriam: Isaac Joseph
(1943-2004)". Terrains & travaux, no. 7, pp. 3-7. https://doi.
org/10.3917/tt.007.0003

PERELMAN, M. (2013). “Trabajar en los trenes. La venta ambulante
en la ciudad de Buenos Aires". Horizontes Antropoldgicos, vol.
19, no. 39, pp. 179-204. https://doi.org/10.1590/50104-
71832013000100008

PEIRANO, M. (2014). “Etnografia ndo é método". Horizontes
Antropoldgicos, vol. 20, no. 42, pp. 377-391. https://doi.
org/10.1590/50104-71832014000200015

PIRES, L. (2011). Esculhamba, mas ndo Esculacha! Uma Etnografia
dos Usos Urbanos dos Trens da Central do Brasil. Rio de Janei-
ro: Editora da Universidade Federal Fluminense.

PIZARRO, F. (2012). “El hombre de la multitud y el pintor de la vida mod-
erna: la influencia de Edgar Allan Poe en la construccion del concepto
de modernidad de Baudelaire” . Revista chilena de literatura, no. 81,
pp. 91-106. https://doi.org/10.4067/50718-22952012000100005

Digithum, No. 29 (January 2022) | ISSN 1575-2275

© Erick Serna Luna, 2023

© FUOC, 2023

Das Geistesleben unter die grof3stddte: the socio-affective
order in the subway from a Simmelian perspective

POE, E. A. (2009). “El hombre de la multitud". Cuentos completos,
pp. 247-254. Trad. Julio Cortazar. Fernando Iwasaki, Jorge Volpi
(eds.). Madrid: Paginas de Espuma.

SABIDO RAMOS, O (2003). “La tragedia de la cultura en Simmel".
In: “En torno a Georg Simmel". Acta Sociolégica, no. 37, pp. 322.

SABIDO RAMOS, O. (2017a). “The senses as a resource of mean-
ing in the construction of the Stranger: an approach from Georg
Simmel's relational sociology”. Simmel Studies, vol. 21, no. 1,
pp. 15-41. https://doi.org/10.7202/1041335ar

SABIDO RAMOQOS, O. (2017b). “Georg Simmel y los sentidos: una
sociologia relacional de la percepcién”. Revista mexicana de
sociologia, vol. 79, no. 2, pp. 373-400. [Accessed: 20 January
2022]. https://www.scielo.org.mx/scielo.php?script=sci_arttex-
t&pid=50188-25032017000200373

SABIDO RAMOS, O. (2021). “El giro sensorial y sus multiples regis-
tros. Niveles analiticos y estrategias metodolégicas”. Etnografias
desde el reflejo: prdctica-aprendizaje, pp. 243-276. Mexico:
National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM).

SERNA LUNA, E. (2014). “De la sierra al subterraneo. Los supuestos
migrantes rurales de la sierra norte de Puebla y la economia de la
mendicidad en el subway de la Ciudad de México". In: Maria Isa-
bel Angoa Pérez; Alejandro Sanchez Zarate; Isaias Aguilar Huerta
(comp.). Memorias 1° Congreso Internacional “Economia, Medio
Ambiente y territorio. Caleidoscopio de la ciudad contempordnea.
Puebla: Benemérita Universidad de Puebla, pp. 176-200.

SERNA LUNA, E. (2019). “Sentir la ciudad: el habitus de la ceguera
y la debilidad visual en la construccién no visual del espacio ur-
bano de la Ciudad de México". In: Olga Sabido Ramos (coord.).
Los sentidos del cuerpo: un giro sensorial en la investigacion
social y los estudios de género, pp. 267-292. Mexico: Centro
de Investigaciones y Estudios de Género, National Autonomous
University of Mexico (UNAM).

SERNA LUNA, E. (2020). Gobernar Bajo la Ciudad: Etnografia sobre
la Gobernanza del Comercio Popular en el Subway de la Ciu-
dad de México. PhD tesis on Urban and Environmental Studies.
Mexico: El Colegio de México.

SIMMEL. G. (1950a). “The metropolis and mental life". Georg Sim-
mel: The Sociology of Georg Simmel, pp. 409-427. lllinois: The
Free Press. https://doi.org/10.1163/€].9789004173217.i-698

SIMMEL. G. (1950b). “The Stranger". Georg Simmel: The Sociolo-
gy of Georg Simmel, pp. 402-408. lllinois: The Free Press.

SIMMEL. G. (2007). Imdgenes momentdneas. Spain: Gedisa.

SIMMEL. G. (2008). Pedagogia escolar. Spain: Gedisa

SIMMEL, G. (2009). “Excursus on the Sociology of Sense Impres-
sion" Georg Simmel. Sociology Inquiries into the Construction
of Social Forms, vol. 1, pp. 570-601. Boston: Leiden.

TANENBAUM,, S. (1995). Underground harmonies: music and politics
in the subways of New York. United States: Cornell University Press.

TONNELAT, S. (2012). “Confiance et émotions dans le métro de
New York". In: Eloi Le Mouél; Catherine Espinasse (dir.). Lieux
et Liens. Tome 1: Des lieux qui créent des liens, pp. 201-228.
Paris: L'Harmattan. https://doi.org/10.7312/tonn18148

TONNELAT, S.; KORNBLUM, W. (2017). International Express: New
Yorkers on the 7 Train. New York: Columbia University Press.

VERNIK, E. (2004). “Prologo. La vida como instante y devenir”. Georg
Simmel. Intuicién de la vida. Cuatro capitulos de metafisica, pp.
9-16. Argentina: Terramar.

A scientific e-journal edited by UOC



http://digithum.uoc.edu
https://doi.org/10.2307/488122
https://doi.org/10.3406/remi.1988.1179
https://doi.org/10.1177/1466138113491171
https://doi.org/10.3917/tt.007.0003
https://doi.org/10.3917/tt.007.0003
https://doi.org/10.1590/S0104-71832013000100008
https://doi.org/10.1590/S0104-71832013000100008
https://doi.org/10.1590/s0104-71832014000200015
https://doi.org/10.1590/s0104-71832014000200015
https://doi.org/10.4067/S0718-22952012000100005
https://doi.org/10.7202/1041335ar
https://www.scielo.org.mx/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0188-25032017000200373
https://www.scielo.org.mx/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0188-25032017000200373
https://doi.org/10.1163/ej.9789004173217.i-698
https://doi.org/10.7312/tonn18148

Universitat Oberta de Catalunya

DIGITHTUM

https://digithum.uoc.edu Das Geistesleben unter die gro3stidte: the socio-affective
order in the subway from a Simmelian perspective

VERNIK, E. (2008), “Posfacio: Simmel como pedagogo. La edu- ca". In: Sabido Ramos Olga. (coord.). Los sentidos del cuerpo:
cacion como vida". Georg Simmel: Pedagogia escolar, pp. 195- Un giro sensorial en la investigacion social y los estudios de
213. Spain: Gedisa. género, pp. 245-265. Mexico: Centro de Investigaciones y Es-

VERNIK, E. (2012). “Georg Simmel y la idea de nacién. Una con- tudios de Género, National Autonomous University of Mexico
versacion con Otthein Rammstedt”. Reis. Revista Espafiola de (UNAM).

Investigaciones Socioldgicas, no. 137, pp. 151-162. http://  WOLFF, K. (1950). “Introduction”. Georg Simmel The Sociology of
www.jstor.org/stable/41336854. Georg Simmel, pp. XVII-XLII. lllinois: The Free Press.

VISCAYA, C. (2019). “Las miradas en el tltimo vagén del Subway:
sociologia del cuerpo y los sentidos en la interaccion homoerdti-

Digithum, No. 29 (January 2022) | ISSN 1575-2275 A scientific e-journal edited by UOC

© Erick Serna Luna, 2023

© FUOC, 2023



http://digithum.uoc.edu
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41336854
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41336854

Universitat Oberta de Catalunya

DIGITHTUM

https://digithum.uoc.edu Das Geistesleben unter die gro3stidte: the socio-affective
order in the subway from a Simmelian perspective

Erick Serna Luna
The College of Mexico (El Colegio de México)
eserna@colmex.mx

PhD in Urban and Environmental Studies by El Colegio de México. President and co-founder of Asociacién Independiente de In-
vestigadores en Ciencias Sociales (ASIICSO) HABITUS A.C. (More information: http://psu270.wix.com/habitus). So, he combined
his academic perspective with social work with popular people. His research topics are related to popular commerce and popular
culture, his approach is seeding in an urban ethnographic perspective specializing in urban governance and sociability, focused on
urban transport (Subway). His papers are free to access at https://colmex.academia.edu/ErickSernaLuna.

Universitat
% Oberta
~de Catalunya

Digithum, No. 29 (January 2022) | ISSN 1575-2275 A scientific e-journal edited by UOC

© Erick Serna Luna, 2023

© FUOC, 2023



http://digithum.uoc.edu
mailto:eserna%40colmex.mx?subject=
http://psu270.wix.com/habitus
https://colmex.academia.edu/ErickSernaLuna

