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-- ::.*;?.? $% 1 The images of h e  &iralono Olympic Gomes can be tonsidered a sedes of very accurofe polittal photo- 
g raph~o f  the situation iri Catalonia in:.J992. 4fi~ complex Cotatan id tu t ima l  architedure =is fdthfully 
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' outlinebf the poiitical in~yutions fidm*th61jh6t@raphs of 1992 may not appty in future, in L sen(e that 
the Catalan identity could have different relofions with the Spanish state within the European context. Possible 
developments exclude any political prospeet that fails to respect the rules of democracy. No-one wants to 
move in a direction that might generate violence like that deployed by Serbia against neighbouring nations. It 
is perfectly easy to imagine a future scenario that is different fiom the one that has characterized deielop- 
ments in ~u~oslavia.- ihe case of Catalonio, in Europe, is  demonstrating that the political affirmation of the 
Catalan nation contributes to stability and governability. The reason is obvious. Democracy can not be 
reduced to the human rights of individuals. Dernocracy must guarantee the rights of peoples and the creation 
of political shuctures that encourage h e  growth of cultural identities. The consolidation of the Catalan . 
political personality, with different structures to the present ones, will be a step towards stabiliv and peace in 

1 Southern Europe. 


