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1 906-1 986: DISCUSSION 
ON A LANGUAGE 

ISIDOR  MAR^ C O O R D I N A T O R  O F  T H E  A R E A  D E  L I N G U ~ S T I C A  S O C I A L  
O F  T H E  11 C O N G R E S  I N T E R N A C I O N A L  D E  L A  L L E N G U A  C A T A L A N A  

O he I Congrés Internacional de la 
Llengua Catalana took place in 
1906. Eighty years later, in 1986, 

the 11 Congrés Internacional de la Llen- 
gua Catalana was held. This article is a 
rough sketch of how the situation of the 
Catalan language has developed between 
these two congresses, and the similari- 
ties and differences to be found between 
them. 
The Catalan language -although it was 
still, as always, the language habitually 
spoken by the inhabitants of Catalonia, 
Valencia and the Balearic Islands- had 
fallen into decay throughout the six- 
teenth, seventeenth and eighteenth cen- 
turies, and by the beginning of the ni- 
neteenth century it had practically di- 
sappeared as a vehicle of the country's 
culture. 
The economic and social changes which 
resulted from the Industrial Revolution, 
and their interaction with romantic 
ideas, led to the formation of the move- 
ment known as Renaixenca, which du- 
ring the nineteenth century gradually 
recovered the use of Catalan in litera- 

ture and other spheres of cultural life, 
especially in Catalonia. 
At the end of the century, the aspira- 
tions of the Catalan Modernists were 
not limited to the creation of a regional 
literature in their own language, but in- 
cluded the intention of making Catalan 
the vehicle of a European, modem, 
complete national culture, as opposed 
to the socio-economic and cultural stag- 
nation of official Spain. 
While in the political field these aspira- 
tions implied demands for organs of 
self-govemment to free the country 
from the brake that the centralist mo- 
narchist system represented, the first 
linguistic objective soon showed itself 
to be the consolidation of spelling-mles 
and grammar, since up ti11 then severa1 
criteria had coexisted in the literary lan- 
guage. 
The institutionalization of culture and 
the systematization of the language 
where, then, the principal preoccupa- 
tions at the beginning of this century, 
when the I Congrés Internacional de la 
Llengua Catalana took place, in the au- 

tumn of 1906. Three thousand people 
participated, a surprising figure for 
those times and one that shows the 
popular feeling that the language 
aroused. 
In the following year, 1907, the Institut 
dlEstudis Catalans was founded -vir- 
tually a Catalan Academy of Arts and 
Sciences-, which successively produced 
the Catalan Normes Ortogra$ques (Spe- 
lling-Rules) in 1 9 1 3, Gramatica (Gram- 
mar) in 19 18 and Diccionari General in 
1932. Alongside this process of syste- 
matization, Catalan society had achie- 
ved organs of self-government such as 
the Mancomunitat (1 9 14) and, under 
the Second Republic and the statute of 
autonomy, the Generalitat (1932). In 
that same'year the linguistic mles of the 
Institut d'Estudis Catalans were accep- 
ted by writers in Valencia and the Ba- 
learic Islands, where demands for auto- 
nomy also began to increase in 
strength. 
The victory of General Franco's rebel- 
lion in 1939 cut short this process of 
recovery of the Catalan national cult- 
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ure, which was then severely persecu- 
ted: not only did it lose its institutional 
support, but it was banned in adminis- 
tration and education, in the mass me- 
dia, in al1 public uses and even, on occa- 
sions, in private life. 
The importance of having achieved lin- 
guistic systematization before this pe- 
riod of persecution was to make itself 
evident: thanks to the existence of a 
linguistic unity, Catalan cultural resis- 
tance was not fragmented, but it is sig- 
nificant that the first Catalan publica- 
tions authonzed by the Franco regime 
were r e p ~ t s  of books with archaic spel- 
ling from before the unification. 
The victory of the Alíied Forces in the 
Second World War forced a progressive 
relaxation of the Franco dictatorship, 
while the interna1 democratic resistance 
took up the defence of the opresssed 
cultures such as Catalan. Gradually, Ca- 
talan recovered ground in teachin, pub- 
lishing, journalism, popular music .... 
al1 of which, in spite of their limita- 
tions, during the sixties and early seven- 
ties, even before General Franco's 

death, showed the presence and vitality 
of our culture. 
The new Spanish constitution (1 978) re- 
cognizes the right to autonomy of the 
different nationalities of the state. Cata- 
lonia, Valencia and the Balearic Islands 
have recovered self-government with 
their respective statutes of autonomy, 
and in these regions the Catalan langua- 
ge is official alongside Spanish. 
For the first time in many years the 
Paisos Catalans can jointly take on a 
policy of linguistic and cultural recupe- 
ration. But the threat of extinction of 
the Catalan language does not disappear 
with this new situation. Only a systema- 
tic and resolute joint action can safe- 
guard the future of our national com- 
munity in a world dominated by a 
handful of economic and cultural 
powers. 
This is the challenge the 11 Congrés In- 
ternacional de la Llengua Catalana has 
wanted to take up. The idea was not to 
hold a linguistics congress so much as to 
study the sociolinguistic situation and 
plan the right route to normality. 

The work was organized in seven sec- 
tions,in different towns and cities of the 
Paisos Catalans, between 30 April and 
1.0 May, 1986: 1. Plans and processes 
for linguistic normalization (Lleida); 
2. Sociology of language (Girona); 
3. Social linguistics (Palma, Majorca); 
4. Mass media and new technologies 
(Perpignan); 5.  Language and law (An- 
dorra); 6. Education (Tarragona/Reus), 
and 7. History of the language (Va- 
lencia). 
Some 17,OO people took part in the 
academic sessions -among them first 
class Catalan and foreign specialists- 
and a lot more in the many popular 
events that took place alongside the 
work-sessions. 
It will now be necessary to give popular 
and institutional support to the conclu- 
sions. of the congress, the most funda- 
mental of which proposes the creation 
of a joint organism for linguistic plan- 
ning to include al1 the Pasos Catalans, 
along the lines of the!Netherlands Lin- 
guistic Union. 
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