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Abstract

In Galician direct objects of eventive verbs can be introduced by the prepesitPmresence of
ensignals semantic differences related to aspect and specificity: definite objects precexded by
pattern like bare NPs —and not like the corresponding definite objects wéifreun that they
required an atelic sentential aspect and are non-specific. Propedies DO resemble to some
extent those of the partitive article —i.e. Frerdi:de la des—, especially at its origin.

In this paper | explore the possibility of assigning a similar analysis toenettDO and
partitive article based on Kayne (1994)’s DP hypothesis, according to which D selects a D/PP
projection which dominates a predication and one of the components of that predication raises
to Spec D/PP. | propose that the head of this D/RRasde and the element that raises to Spec
D/PP is a nul quantifier which is generated as the predicate.

Key words: aspect, specificity, partitivity

Resum

En gallec els objectes directes de verbs eventius poden anar introduits per la prepdsicio
preséncia dencomporta diferéncies semantiques relacionades amb 'aspecte i I'especificitat. A
diferéncia dels corresponents objectes definits semsals objectes definits precedits er
mostren un comportament paral-lel al dels SNs nus: requereixen un aspecte oracional atélic i s6n
inespecifics. Les propietats da+ OD s’assemblen en gran mesura a les de I'article partitiu
—i.e. francésdu, de la des—, sobretot en els seus origens.

En aquest paper explorem la possibilitat d’assignar una analisi sireitar @D i a I'article
partitiu basada en la hipotesi de SD de Kayne (1994), segons la qual D selecciona una projeccioé
SD/P que domina una predicacié i un dels components d’aquesta predicacié es trasllada a I'Esp
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of the IX Colloguium of Generative Grammar, with special mention of Luis Eguren and Montse
Batllori. | finally would like to thank Beni Fernandez Salgado and Anna Bartra for their comments
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SD/P. Aqui proposem que el nucli d’aquest SD/Reés de i que I'element que es trasllada a
Esp SD/P és un quafitador nul que es genera com a predicat.

Paraules clau:aspecte, espdiitat, partitvitat
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1. Introduction

In Galician direct objects can be introduced by a prepositional elemeriten
theverb describes an ongoing or an incheaaction, agxamples in (1b) and (2b)
show:

(1) a. Esta comendo as patacas. ‘He/she is eating the potatdes

b. Estd comendoas patacas.

(2) a. Puxéronse aega-la herba. ‘They started to cut the grass

b. Puxéronse aegarna herba.

Traditional grammarsave described this phenomenon as djget Galiciant
and in general 8y claim that the occurrence efi is restricted to objects efien-
tive verbs with imperfedve aspectual propertiesvén gven this aspectual res-
triction, insertion ofn is considered optional, and not tifest the interpretation
of the sentence.

1. In Old Spanish apparently the same phenomenon applied to a small gevapiot verbs such
as besa (‘kiss’), dar (‘hit’), derribar (‘knock down’), destuir (‘destroy’), dezr (‘say’), ferir
(injure’), leer (‘read’), matar (‘kill’) , roer (‘nibble’), among othes. The DO of these verbs could
be preceded by the preposicien in which case it has a dura¢ Aktionsat (seeFolgar
(1988:350)). It is not clear to me if this is justexample of the phenomenon common togna
langua@s of the double possibility of constructing some traresiterbs with direct objects and
with prepositional objects, such as $pnsa (Piensa una soluciofThink of a solution’ /Estuvo
pensando en la solugi6He was thinking about the solution’), which usually implies fdedi
rence in aspect in similar terrbat doesft seem to be liked to ay speciicity condition. The
unigueness of the Galiciartd studied in this paper is that itosfs spedicity restrictions and is
very producive.

| thank Montse Batllarfor mentioning thexistence of a similar phenomenon in Old Spanéash,d
which deseves furthervestigation. Se€olgar (1988) and Cano Aguilar (1977-78), (1984) for
examples.
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Yet pesence oénsignals diferences in meaninghich ae relaed to aspect and
to specifcity. Moreover, in some contds enappeas to be obgatory.

In this pger we shall shw tha, althoughenin Galician usuajt precedes DPs
with the deihite aticle —as shan in (1b), (2b)—, the objects intluced ki enare
more similar to bag NPs in cegin ways than to their counteats without the pa-
position (1a), (2a).

(3) a. Estad comendo patas. ‘He/she is eting potdoes.
b. Puxépnse a sgar herba. ‘They stated to cut (some)rgss.

| claim tha defnite objects peceded ® enpatem like bae NPs because the
are actual indeinite, even though a défite atticle is pesent: the refer to an
undetemined quantity of a conxéually specifc element or set of elements.
Moreover, endoes not function as agmosition: the vinole constuction behaes
as a nominal, not as a.PP

These popeties esemle to some etent those of the so-called ptre ati-
cle —in which also a p#positional element pcedes a defite aticle (i.e Frend:
duy, de la deg—, especiall a the oigin when use of the ptitive aticle was moe
resticted

In this paoer | explore the possibility of assigning a similar ayss to both
constuctions —en+ DO and pditive aticle— based on Kae (1994 DP lypo
thesis, accating to which D selects a D/PP gjection which dominaes a pedi
cdion and one of the components ofttheedicaion raises to Spec D/PPpropose
tha the head of this D/PP &nor de, and the element thaaises to Spec D/PP is
a rul quantifer which is geneeted as the gdicae.

(4) [pD [p/pp[QP] [p/p €N [ as paacas [€]]]]

| assume the same aysib for patitives sub asmary of the studentsvith the
only difference thain this later case the quantf is overt. This anaysis is based
on the leical staus of quantiers and on their possibility of acting as &gicde
(as shwn in examples like The students & maury).

The imperéctive aspect assoti with both the constction withenin Galician
and the pditive aticle in Frend follows from their indeihite and non-spedif
chamcter as is the case of lelaNPs in gneal.

This paer is oganized as 6llows. In the irst section the ppeties of the
Galician constiction withenpreceding the déct object a& desdbed; in thesecond
section, this condgtiction is compaed to the paitive aticle in French, pa/ing
special #ention to aspect and specify; finally, in the thid section an angdis
is provided for both the Galiciaenand the paitive aticle which is based on a
version of Kayne (1994) DP lypothesis.

2. En Preceding the Diect Object in Galician: Properties

This phenomenon is specito Galician among the Romance langesg Hovever,
it is not a esticted and unsual constiction in Galician, bt, on the confty,
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common to all aieties of this languge and widef used especialf in colloquial
speeb.

The special ppeties shavn by direct objects prceded Y enin Galician can
be summased as dllows:

i) They are resticted to @entive \erbs.

i) They appear in sentences with ateléc aspect.

iii) Entypically precedes spedif DPs.

iv) The combintion of en+ DP behses as a non-speitifnominal, similar to a
bare nominal.

v) Encan gpear ony in object position of ainsitve verbs.

We will examine them in mar detail in the nd sections.

2.1. Eentive \erbs

According to taditional gammas and desgptive studies on Galicianhich men

tion this phenomenornoccuss with objects of eentive verbs. All the gamples
given, and all of them —with ong@paent exception: see (7)— contain atb des
cribing an actior?:

(5) a.Cumia n-o queixo como si[sic] fora pan.
(Saco Ace 1868: 203)
ate)pasq IN-the cheeseas  if was,, bread

b. Rilla no grao sen lecer (Carballo Calev, 1966: 253)
nibeePRE_gsgin-the grain non stop

c. Os ratos roemn no millo hasta dar cdo d'ele.
(Carré Alvarellos, 1967: 161)

the rats nibble , in-the maize until finish it

PERF3p

d.coserna  roupa, ler no libro, sahar nas paacas, segar
sav in-the clothes,read in-the book,weed in-the potaoes,reg
no trigo.
in-thewhed (Alvarez et al., 1986: 501)

With staive verbs the esult is alvays ungammadical, as shan in (6):
(6) a.” Tifia nos libros.
haqMF,_3Sg in-the books

b."Sabe na leccion.
knows in-the lesson

2. Galician, like other Romance langyes, has te verb forms coresponding to the English simple
past, one Wich is [- perective] and one Wich is [+ peréctive], represented in the glosses as IMP
and PERFespectrely.
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c. " Queria no pan.
wan'[eq\,lp_sSg in-the bread

e. " Adora nas peliculas do oeste
adoes in-the westens

The example in (7), vhich is gven in Carballo Caler(1966: 253), seems to
be an &ception, and conasts with (6e):

(7) Adora nas suas fillas.
adoes in-the his/herdaughtes

A Galician infbormant consulted ga tha this ekample can oyl be gammdi-
cal with a non-stiéve intepretdion, whete acts of ad@tion are involved This can
be talen as mar evzidence &out the tear estiction of ento gopear in gentive
contexts.

2.2. Atelic Sentential Aspect

Traditional gammas and desqptive studies on Galiciaro€us on the aspectual
propeties of the pedicae with which enis constucted:enoccus with objects of
verbs with imperctive aspectual ppeties, either Igical —descibing a dusti-
ve action— or infectional —with an impedctive tense or pgrhrasis— or a com
binaion of both. e intuition is thasentences witencorvey the action as dative
or repeded; the often contain elements thainforce tha idea sub as aderbials
(see especiallexamples in (9)). lally encan also bedund in sentences descr
bing an intiodive action or in impetive sentences.

In (8) the \erbal aspect is bothXally and infectionally imperfective, which
is the most common case in the comstibn wither

(8)a.Ti bebes n-o [sic] augardente hasta non poder mais.
(Saco Ace, 1868: 203)
you drink,... in-the  eau-de-vieuntil not be-dle arymore

b. Estan plantandonas paacas. (Porto Depena, 1977; 213)
are  planting in-the potaoes

c. Ta escibindo na cata. (Santamana, 1975: 97)
is writing in-the letter

d. PUxose a rilar no  pan. (Alvarez et al., 1986:(8L)
stated,pro, to nibble in-the bread

e. Pro non por iso deixaion derillar nas roscas (106)
(Gomez Pintqr1984: 284)
but not for tha stoppeg;lERFspl of nibble in-the rolls

f. Ceba tu no neno. (Santamadna, 1975: 97)
feed,per YOU in-the child
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However, encan gpear with punctualerbs or with erbs in the peeictive past
or even both povided tha a sense of dation or repetition of the action isigen.
Compae (9) with (10):

(99 a.Nonfai mais que encirar n-iles. (Saco Ace 1868: 203)
not does more than set in-them,,
‘All he/she does is set thém.

b. E metia nelas pro saco. (Santamana, 1975: 97)
and puty,s 55, in-them into-the sadk

c. Malléu nela canto quixo. (Carballo Cales, 1966: 253)
bedyprs, iN-her/it as-nuch-as wanted,

d. Enxuguéi nela todaa tamde (Santamdna, 1975: 97)
driedPERFng in-it; all  the aftemoon

e. | aindacortéu na came (77) (GOmez Pintqrl984: 284)
and still CUbeRp3sg in-the mea

f. Petéu na pora hasta quese cansou.
(Porto Dgpena, 1977: 213)
knod<F,ERF3Sg in-the door until gotasgtired
g. Regaléu neles. (Santamana, 1975: 96)

gave-as-a-pesentpp,y, in-them,

(10) a. " Regalou nel. (Santamana, 1975: 96)
gave-as-a-pEsentzprsg, in-it |
b. “Encimou no  can.
Seberpsg iN-the dog

c. "Enxuguéi nela nun momento.
dnedPERFng in-it; in-a moment

The \ersions withouten of the examples in (10) & gammadical, as in tha
case a punctual and pecfive intepretaion of the action is posdix

(11) a. Regalouno.
‘He/she gve it (once) as a psent.

b. Encirou o can.
‘He/she set the dp

¢. Enxugueina an momento
‘I dried it in no time &all’

Interestingly, Santamana (1975: 96) desires this aspectual coast in
temms of completion or not of the actionhigh seems to be thewial factor:
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it is the sentential aspect theounts, not just theerbal aspect (the sentence
must hae an gelic aspect). As this autholaims, in the case of the objecepr
ceded ly en, the action is incompletevhereas in &sence of the gposition,
the action is completeHe illustrates this contast with the ramples in (12)
(Santamana, 1975: 95-96):

(12) a. Segaron o pan. ‘They reged theye’
b. Segaronno pan.

The ungammaicality of the kamples in (13), igen ty Santamana (1975: 96),
deiives naurally: they are telic (the action is completed) and tfere enis not
licensed

(13) a.*Tinan no  pan sggado.
haqMF,_3p| in-the rye reged

b. *Coméu neles de todo.
at€prrr3sq in-them),, completey

The xamples in (14) she tha even with an impe#dctive verbal aspect
—which is one of the casesher enis licensed accading to desdptive gam-
mars—, enis not allaved if the completion of the action is implied:

(14) a.*Estd acdbandono  pan.
is  finishing in-the bread

b. *Esta acdbandona  cata.
is  finishing in-the letter

The | perfective] distinction is not oyl found in the pedctive past —here
the sentence with a daife object is necessbyr interpreted as a complete action eon
trary to the constrction withen which ladks sué an implicéion—, kbut it is also
present in impedctive tenses:

(15) a. Estd comendo as {a&as. ‘He/she is eting the pottoes.

b. Esta comendaas pdacas.

(16) a. Puxépnse a sga-la herba. ‘They stated to cut the ass.

b. Puxéonse a sgar na herba.

The semantic implideons of (15a) and (16a)eadifferent from their counter
paits withenin (15b) and (16b): theofmer, but not the lger, imply completion
of the action is intended (though the action can berirgegd in both cases).

In examples eferring to repeded actions, it can be considdrtha a nultiple
event action is taking placehich has not gt been completed as it could stiti gn.
With durative verbs ve can @t thd intempretaion with a plual object, as irfEsta
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escibindo nas caras. With punctual erbs in a pedctive tense and a singular
count noun as the object (se@mples in (10a,b)), the complete action ipter
tation is the ony one &ailable and this is the soce of the untammdicality. If
the object is in the plat or if some gtra informaion allons an intepretaion in
terms of sgeral events, and thefore not completedhe pepositionalenis licensed

In (10c), despite the gsence of a ddiive verb the esult is ungammadical because
the adrerbialnun momentdorces the intgretdion of a complete action.

2.3. Specitity: Types of DPs Wch Can Be Peceded p en

Ennomally precedes DPs with the dgfe aticle and most of thexamples gven
in the litelture contain a défite aticle. However, encan pecede objects with
ary kind of deteminer povided thg are semantical specifc, although with quan
tifiers the esult does not seem to be complegrhmmaical. Compae (19) and
(20a) with (20b), were the subjuncte in the elaive dause brces a nonefe-
rential intepretaion of the object and thefore ungammdicality:

(19) a. Anda lendadno libro (in-the book) gue Suso lle deixou.
is reading | nestes libos (in-those books) tha Suso him/her
nuns libos (in-g, books) lend, e

endous libos (in two books)
?envarios libros (in \arious books)
?enmoitos libos (in may books)
?nalguns libos (in some books)

(20) a. Anda huscandonun pisoque estapreto de aqui.
is looking in-a flat tha is near of-her
‘He/she is lookingdr a 1at tha [he/she knais] is near hes!

b. * Anda luscandonun pisoque sexa grandee luminoso.

is looking in-a flat tha isq g;big  and light
‘He/she is lookingdr a fat tha is big and light [t hasn’t dund
ary yet].

Encan also pgcede ppper names or pnouns, bt it is ungammadical with
bare common nouns, aslfows from the equilement of spediity:

(21) a. Maltratou en Maria canto  quixo.
bateredeppg, in Maria as-nuch wantegpr,

b. Estd mallando en Pedo.
is hiting in Pedo

¢. Maltratou nela canto quixo.
batered,gp g, in-her as-mich wanteqepp,g,

d. Esta mallando nel.
is  hitting  in-him
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e. “Andalendo en libros de histoia.
is readingin books of history

f. * Estan maando en paxaos.
are  kiling in birds

Other kamples fom the litegture ae gven in (22), vihere (22a-d) a& from
Santamana (1975: 96-97) and (22e-f)eafrom Gémez Pintor (1984: 284):

(22) a. Tou encetandoneste pan.
am stating in-this bread

b. Tuven fendendoneste rebolo.
WaSeRresg cutting  in-thislog

c. O can esmendellaba no meu refaxo.

the dog ruined,,, in-the my  undeskirt
d. Non abaniques en min.
not shal»a”vlpER_ZSg in me

e. E sentofu]se no sillén de veludoa ler nun libro
and sit-dovn, e, iN-the amchair of velvet to read in-a book
que nuncalle vira. (48)
tha never him had-seeyy
‘And he/she gadown in the \elvet amchair to ead a book | had mer
noticed he/she had

f. Que pasaa a noite a lér no  don Raimundos Lulio
that had-spe@gg the night to read in-the don R. L.
e no Comelius. (78)
and in-the C.
‘Tha he/she had spent the nighading fom don R. L. and &m C:

It must be noticed than some contds the DP éllowing enseems to all a
non-specit reference as shvan by the kamples in (23), although the cesponr
ding ersion with bae nominals is mch mowe ndural:

(23) a. Anda sempe comprando nos libros.
is always buying in-the books

b. ?Estdcomendotodo o dia nas paacas.
is eding all the day in-the potaoes

c. “Esta bebendotodo o dia na cervexa.
is drinking all the day in-the beer

All the examples in (23)afer to epeded actions thaare regular This is the
only case vhere the non-spediity of the DP seems to be licensédough it is
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quite maginal. This requites futher irvestigation, and hes | won't sy anything else
about these cases.

2.4. Indeihiteness of the Combitian of en + DP

Even thougtentypically precede spedif DPs, the combirieon of the peposition
and the object does not bebhaas a spead but as a non-spedif nominal, similar
to a bae nominal in may respects.

In 2.2 it was shawn thd the objects mceded  endo not impy the comple
tion of the action, in cordist with the objects withoen, which do. Bae objects
lack tha implication of completion as in theofmer casgeas illusteted in exant
ples (24) and (25):

(24) a. Comeu as facas. ‘He/she &e the pottoes.
b. Comeunas p#acas.
c. Comeu ptacas. ‘He/she &e potdoes.
(25) a. Beberon o vifio. ‘T hey drank the winée
b. Beberon no vifio.
c. Bebermn vifio. ‘They drank some wing

The intepretaion of objects withenand bae NPs is similar: therefer to an
undetemined quantity of somethinghe ony difference is thathe undetanined
guantity is parof a specit object or set of objects in the DPs wéthcontrary to
bare nominals.

With tempoel adjuncts thisindicae the tempal limits of the gents, the cons
truction withen patems again with the constrction with a bae NR as eamples
in (26), (27) shw:

(26) a. ””?Comeu as gacas toda a tde ‘... for the vihole aftenoon.

b. Comeunas p#acas toda a tde
c. Comeu ptacas toda a tde

(27) a. Comeu as gacas en cinco mifos. ‘... in five mirutes.
b. * Comeunas péacas en cinco mirnos.
c. * Comeu pgacas en cinco mirnos.

Adverbials sub asdurante toda a tate (‘f or the whole aftenoon’) ae dua
tional and gve a non delimited intpretdion of the @ent, whereas aderbials sub
asen cinco mintos(‘in five mirutes’) ae only compdible with events with a tem
poral limit. In other vords, the adjunctofce the intgpretaion of a non comple
te action in thexamples in (26), t of a complete action in (27).

It is worth noticing tha Santamana (1975:96) laims tha the contast bet
weenSeajar no pan / Sgé-lo panis not the same as the cadrin the Spanish lan
guage and also in Galician beaéensegar centeno / ggar el centendGal. Seyar
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pan/ Sgya-lo par), even though ppaently it looks as if objects witenare equi
valent to bage objects. He bases hikitn on the diferent intepretaion of the
examples in (28):

(28) a. Cocéu paacas toda a tarde
cooked potaoesall the aftemoon
‘He/she cookd potéoes seeral times in the afteroon’

b. Cocéu nas paacas todaa tarde
cooked in-the potaoesall the aftemoon
‘He/she vas cooking the same pttas in the afteroon’

A Galician informant tells me tha(28b) can also be intereted as cooking
potaoes diferent times in the aftapon, which would be déhitely equivalent to
(28a) with the oy difference thait would refer to some conieually specifc
potaoes. In otherxamples thiekind of distibutive intepretaion seems to be the
only one &ailable, as is the case of (29b): the paresake made in dferent times
during the night. Agin the aglerbial forces a eading of non complete action and
a defnite object is untammadical (see (29a)):

(29) a. " Fixo toda a noite os éixds.
b. Fixo toda a noitaos freixds. [ex. (29a,b) fom Reueia (p.c)]

c. Fixo freixds toda a noite
‘Hel/she mad,eER_SSg(the) panca&s br the whole night’

Examples in (26, 27 and 29) shdha ennot only triggers a diferent inter
pretaion of the countgrart withouten—the one with the dafite object—, It
also thathis peposition is not optional in some cokts.

2.5. Distibution of en: Resicted to Object Bsition of Tansitive \érbs

Encan ony appear in object position with aaimsitve \erb, either in a pesonal or
impeisonal constrction. Ary other distibution is excluded: it cannot gpear in
subject position nor can be the imaragument of an accusee verh

(30) a. Naquelafesta s6 se bebia nas bebidas sen

intha paty only SE drank,cqp,, in-the drinks  without

alcohol. [impersonal]

alcohol

b. * Naquela festa s6 se bebian nas bebidas sen

intha paty only SE dranIgDERFgpI in-the drinks  without
alcohol. [passie]
alcohol

c. "Nas mercanciaseran transpotadasen tren. [passie]
in-the goods were,,, caried by train
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d. *Crecennas malas herbapor todas pdes. [unaccustive]
grow  in-the weeds everywhere
e. " Hai nos papeis polo chan. [there constuction]

there-ae in-the papers on-the floor

f. “Iso é no vifo. [copulaive]
this is in-the wine

Encannot be mceded B ary other peposition:

(31) a."la a mitdo 6 cine con nos amigos.
wentyp s, Often  to-the cinemawith in-the friends

b. “Cham#éa sempe por no  Xoan.
asleq,\,lp_asg always for in-the Xoan

When the objectaquires the pepositiona in Galician —specit animae
objects—, eithea or enappeas, hut not both:

(32) a. Estan mallando aeRio. (‘They are hitting Redio’)
b. Estan mallanden Pedio.
c. " Estan mallando an Pedro.

(33) a. Maltratou a Mara canto quixo.  (‘He batered Mara as nuch as he
b. Maltratouen Maria canto quixo. wanted’)
c. " Maltratou aen Maria canto quixo.

The combintion of en+ DO behaes as a nominal, not as a FRet is the
intuition of ndive speakrs, who see these objects as emlent to other objects
without the peposition. Coodination stuctures povide some @dence in thises
pect: the m@position cannot be omitedhich sugyests thait is not a eal peposition;
if it were, we would expect it to allov ellipsis.

(34) a.”Estdcomendonas paacas e as olivas.
is eding in-the potaoes and the olives

b. " Van pintar na  cocifia e a sala.
will paint in-the kitchen and the sitting-room

3.En + DO in Galician Compared to the Rartiti ve Article

In section 2 v sheved tha direct objects mceded § enin Galician shag some
propeties with bae objects: thg gppear in contes where the action is not com
pleted andefer to an undetemined quantity of somethingen though the DP pr
ceded g enis specifc. Moreover, endoes not function as agmosition: the inole
constuction behaes as a nominal, not a.PP



En Preceding Diect Objects in Galician: An Indefteness Maker? CawPL 7, 1999 153

These popeties esemle those of the so-called pitive aticle —in which also
a prepositional element pcedes a defite aticle (i.e Frendh: du, de la deg—,
especial in eatier times when use of the pttive aticle was moe resticted?

Therr is someaference in the liteature to the simildty between objects with
enin Galician and the pttive aticle. Brea (1985: 163, note 42) mentions «el
“articulo patitivo” francégdmanger du pain, boie du vin,que tienen un eque-
lente pacial en las consticciones gllegas del tipacortar no pan)». Gémez Pintor
(1984: 284) is ma@ eplicit, and in desdbing the Galician conaiction she laims
that «cae la posibilidad de quen en algunos casos, tengn cieto valor patitivo:
Su pesencia supone que se tomaeaiel todo rpresado por el ténino al que
acompafia, cordriamente a los casos sireposicion. Asi, es distintier un libro/
ler nun libro. En el pimer ejemplo, se supone que lo leemos entaientas que
en el sgundo caso también lo estamogeledo, pev no neces@mente el libo
completo, sino una pig un parafo, etc».

Objects peceded ® endo not alvays have sud a dear patitive meaningbut
the fact tha they do not impy completion of the action is aelated with the idea
tha the object is not completebffected; fom thd, similaity with the patitive
interpretéion can be postulad Prepositionsdeandendo not mean the samiaut
they do hare in common the intpretdion tha the object is ol patially affec
ted either because itwolves ony a pat ‘taken from’ it —which is the case of
de— or ‘inside’ it —which is the case a#n It must be noted thaGalician pati-
tive dealso «isted and hasemained in some consfitions, ivolving an wert
quantifer (Habia uns poucos deiofais ‘T here were a £w officers’, Habia moitos
de cadalos'Ther were mary horses’, Aharez et al., 1995: 495%).

The popeties of the paitive aticle in Old Frenc are summaeed net, which
are paallel to the popeties of Galiciarendescibed in section 2:

i) Usually with eventive verbs

i) Atelic aspect (no completion of the action:ypht of the object dected).
iii) Specifcity of the elementdllowing the peposition.

iv) The NP with pditive aticle behaes as an unspeidfnominal.

v) Pattitive aticles gpear ony in object position.

Galicianenhas a lot in common with theéhd patitive aticle, especiall in
ealy times when the use of the gaive aticle was moe resticted Accoiding to
Foulet (1930: §88-89), in Oldrénd (12" centuy) the patitive aticle was intio-
duced in the langge to efer to an undeterined par of a detemined whole Bare
nominals vere possite & tha time, indicaing an undetenined par of an unde

3. In Old Fend, bae nominals wre alloved, and the pditive aticle was esticted to nominals
tha referred to an indetenined quantity of a spedifobject or set of objectshis is to sg, the
definite aticle following the pepositiondehad a spedif intempretaion. In Moden Frenc thepar
titive aticle covers both cases as no barominals a alloved ary more, and the défite aticle
has no spedit value lut rather geneic.

4. According to a Galician irdrmant, these>amples seem to becdhiaic This does not &éct the
point we made thiaGalician also had a pitive de, andenshould not be confused or idergd
with it.
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temined whole At the oigin, the deihite aticle contained in the ptitive aticle
had its eferential function andeferred to a spedif whole

As stded by Englébett (1996:11), dginally the patitive aticle only appeaed
in the object position of a&duced goup of tansitve verbs (&dout 20 in the 1P
centuy, the most used beingvoir, boivre, donner manger, mette, prester the
list increased in the #3centuy). These erbs desdbe an action in Wwich the sub
ject and the object arin ptlysical contact, and the actiorust involve a specit
object fliom which only pat is afected

(35) a.sejevos ai presté del mien (Chrétien, Ywain 6252)
if | to-you had lent of-the mine
‘If I had lent you (some) of m own!

b. de I'eve froide but au pot (Chrétien, Cligés 6534)
of the-water cold drankSsg in-the pot
‘He/she dank (some) of the coldater from the pot.

The \erbs thatake the patitive aticle in the 19' centuy are dearly eventive
with the exception ofavoir, which indicges possession and iststa.

Even thougtdeusualy combines with the digfite aticle, examples a& found
whet it can pecede other deteiiners sut as possesss, demonsdtifs and the
indefinite aticle:

(36) a.et hui del vin tantcom je vols (Chrétien,
and drank ., of-the wine as-nuch-as | wanted Perceval 3909)
‘| drank of t%e wine to mfull.’

b. de son pain et de sa porete
of his bread and of his leek
par chaiité prist li  boenshom (Chrétien,
for chaity’s sale took the good man Yvain 2840)
‘The good man took of his kad and his leek out ohariity.

c. Sevos mangez de cestfruit vos sepiz ausicomeDieu
(Queste 103, 12)
if you ate of this fruit you would-betoo like God

d. ele lor fist prendedun des arbresde vert color
shethem madetake  of-one of-the trees of greencolour
qui decelui estoientdescendu
which of tha-onewere descended (Queste 224, 20)

According to Foulet (1930:896)lealways precedes a sperfnominal, wose
referentiality is indicéed either with a possesgsior a ddhite atticle.

(37) a.Perduz iavez de voz hommes. P, 2458
lost there ha/e2p| of your men
‘You have lost (some) of qur mer.
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b. EU ia de nos bons ancissos;
been there have of our good ancestws
molt ont esté etiice et elibus.  Aspr, 6260-I

much have,, been both andich and happy  (Foulet, 1930: § 95)
‘There hare been (some) ofopd ancesta; they have been bothety
rich and hapy.

Also Nyrop (1903: 381) notes thaatitive deis used with posses®s and
provides sgeral examples fom Old Fend.

In the 12" centuy, deco-occus peferably with nouns in the singulansualy
mass nouns, kich ae concete These estictions ae lost in the dllowing cen
turies: in the 18 centuy examples ag found withdepreceding plual count nouns,
in the 14" centuy destats gpeaing in front of count nouns in the singular aimd
the 13" centuy deis found with &stract nouns.

In Modemn Frendh the use of the pitive aticle is boader and most of the ini
tial restictions do not pply, but we can still ind propeties in common with
Galicianen

4. Analysis

In the pevious sections & hase seen thiaGalicianen preceding objects and the
Frend patitive aticle ae very similar, which justifies a unitay anaysis.

We consider nominals with the piive aticle as a subcase of piive nomi
nals (see (38)), with the gndlifference thaithe quantikr is non-eert.

(38) a. mary of the students
b. much of the bead
In a pevious work | proposed an angdis of patitives which is based on Kane
(1994)5s DP lypothesis, accding to which D selects a D/PP g@jection which

domindes a pedicaion and one of the components ofttpeedicdion raises to
Spec D/PP

(39) [pplp D°lompe  [op DYP° [ XP [F° YPIIN

(40) a. [two pictues] [[, of] [, John['s [e]]]] (Kayne, 1994:86, &. 3)
b. 1a [pp[np voiture]] [de [, Jean [P [e]j... (Kayne, 1994:103, g. 84)
c. the [p[yp picturej] [that [, Bill saw [e]j... (Kayne, 1994:103, r. 85)
d. the [p [xp yellow;] [CO[,, book [I°[e] (Kayne 1994:101, e. 72)

Notice thain the eamples in (40), with the sictures assignedybKayne, the
definite aticle is extemal to the pedicdion. In contast, the est of detaninaives
are intenal, being gneeted in the lavest pojection (see (40a)).

Unlike Kayne, | claim tha quantitdive elements sicastwo, mary, someetc
are not gneeted within a NP in the basic @dicaion. What | propose in iy
analsis of patitives is thathe quantitive element (Q) iseneeted as a dr
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cde the subject of tich is the noun. Q subsequentaises to the Spec D/PRe
projection ofde/of following the gnerl behaiour accoding to Kayne's DP
hypothesis>

(41) DP
D D/PP
A D/P DP
o
D FP
tLe NP

students F QP

m‘ary

This hypothesis is based on theileal staus of quantirs (the/ can undego
derivative processes —nounsecieaed from quantifers sud as Ca dotzna
‘dozen’ <dotz ‘twelve’, miler < mil ‘one thousand’inultitud < molt ‘mary’, etc—
and adjecties and nouns can act as quérsf—numenpus various, pile lot) and
in their possibility of acting as aquticde, as shan in examples like The students
are mary.

| assume the same aysib for the paditive aticle and the Galiciaan | propose
that the head of the D/PP deor en and the element theaises to Spec D/PP is a
null quantifier which is genested as a mdicde.? The typothesis thiathe whole
constuction is a DP xplains why these constictions behwee like a nominal in
parallel with nominals without the pposition: the peposition element is dee
inside the DP sticture and it is not agal peposition lut aprepositional detemi-
ner, in Kayne's words.

5. |disregard hee the diferences betwen patitives in Romance and pi#irves in English, Wich
would piobably require a efinement of the angsis. | illustete the syntactic ée with English da
for commodity

6. Luis Eguen pointed out to me thé is rather stange for a pedicde to be nll. It must be noted
that in Kayne's DP anajsis and in the one | esent heg, tems sub aspredicae andpredicaion
are used in a lmad sense and ver relaionships betwen constituentsich ae some times not
consideed as cases of gilicdion, sut as the possessi relaion. In the possesg reldion, the
possessed element is thegiicae. If we assume thdo be corect, thee ae mary cases in Wwich
the possessed element can bkim RomanceFor example: SpM las de Mata (‘I saw the ones
of Marta’), or even with no aticle, Vi de Matta (‘I saw some of Ma&’).
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(42) a. du pain

b. no pan
c. DP
D D/PP
D‘/P DP
d O\
e I‘D FP
{Ie] NP
of |
painl F QP
pan |

i

The pesence of the DP integning betveen the D/PP pjection and the jg¢
dication explains the spedifity of the nominal éllowing the pepositional ele
ment. Ewen if in Moden Frend specifcity is not required —it is actualf not
allowed—,demust pecede a déiite aticle which must poject in a DP

The null quantifer is equvalent to ‘some’ and is then infgeted as an unde
temined quantitywhich accountsdr the indehite and unspedif interpretdion
of both Galician objects pceded $ enand nominals with the pitive aticle.

Finally, tha the object withenin Galician @peas onl in eventive contuc-
tions can be accounted innes of selectionequirments of thearh This would
also &plain why enis resticted to the object position hE same could beplied
to the paiitive aticle in Old Frendh.”

Appendix:

System of Galician #cles and ppnouns in combirtéon with the pepositionen

definite aticle definite pronoun 3 person

m.sg f.sg m.pl f.pl m.sg f.sg m.pl f.pl

o] a 0s as el ela eles elas
en no na nos nas nel nela neles nelas

7. Luis Eguen pointed out to me thd is not dear why the Galicianenand the paitive aticle in
Old Frendh ae resticted to object position,igen tha the same angsis is @plied to wert pati-
tives, vhich shav no restiction & all and can fely gopear in other positions h€ ansver could
be connected with theét tha the quantiler is non-@ert and thathe Spec D/PP contains non-
overt maerial. This is a méer for further eseach.
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