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Loss of a Citril Finch Serinus citrinella
nest possibly as a result of ant predation

M. FORSCHLER, ]. CABRERA, T. CABRERA & A. BORRAS

Ants have been reported as the direct or indirect couse for nest foss in
o few bird species. Here we describe o possible instance affecting o
Citril Finch Serinus citrinella nast in the Sponish Pre-Pyrenees. The nest
waos found on 18 May 2002, when building octivity was detected. On
1 June, the female was observed with five eggs hatching, apparently
normolly. Twe weeks loter, on 14 June we tried fo detect signs of
parental behaviour, but did not manage to moke contact with the birds
ot the nest site. During o nest control on 18 June we found it to contain

only one egg. and to have been totally invaded by mountain onts
Formica rufo. No dead chicks or broken eggs were found.

Key words: Citril Finch, Serinus citrinella, nest predotion, ants,

Formica rufa

Marc Férschler. Dept. of Experimental Ecology. University of Ulm.
Albert-Einstein-Allze 11 (M 25). 82069 Ulm. Germany.

e-moil: m.foerschler@gmx.de

Josep Cabrera, Toni Cabrera & Antoni Borras. Museu Ciéncies
Naturals {Zoologia}. Passeig Picasso s/n. 08003 Barcelona. Spain.
Rebut: 03.09.02; Acceptat: 04.10.02

Bird-nest predation by ants has been
very infrequenily described, although it
seems to be more frequent than is gener-
olly supposed. In America, evidence was
found of the predation of bird nests by
carpenter ants Camponotus sp. (Conner
& Lucid 1976) and especially by fire ants
Solenopsis sp. {e.g. Krolt et al. 1973, Silkes
& Arnold 1986, Drees 1994).

During research on the breeding bi-
ology of the Citril Finch Serinus citrinella
13 nests were found on the high plateau
“La Botio” at the fop of the mountain Port

In the following text we describe possible
reasons for the loss of one of these nests,
The nest was first detected on 18th May.
At this time nest building was nearly com-
pleted and the female stayed on the nest
for long periods. The nest was on o strong
loteral bronch, 5 m above the ground

. and 3.5 m from the trunk, in @ mountain

pine Pinus muge uncinata about 9 m
high. The nesting site was 2065 m above
seqa level. On 1st June, we recorded the
cluteh size. The female hotched five eggs
and breeding appeored to be proceed-

del Comte, in the Spanish Pre-Pyrenees. | ing normally. However, during a longer
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observation on T4th June, neither par-
ent was observed in the surroundings of
the nest and no calls of young birds from
the nest were noticed. Cn 18th June, we
then checked the nest, with the intention
of ringing any young fledglings, and we
realized that it had been abandoned. The
nest had suffered o major invasion of
mountoin ants Formica rufa. From the
original cluich of five eggs only cne in-
tact egg was still in the nest. No dead
fledglings were found in the nest. So the
ants may well have picked up the ports
of the dead young birds and/or the eggs.

There are two possible reasons for the
observed nest loss. It moy be that the Citril
Finches abandoned the nest because of the
onset of cold weather with snowfall in the
first half of June, and that the ants subse-
guently invaded the ahandoned nest. Al-
ternatively, the nest might have suffered frue
predation by the ants. Senar & Corbera
{1982) described an ant invasion ot a Serin
Serinus serinus nest, with direct nest loss as
a consequence of the breaking of an egg.
Mountain ants are very active insect preda-
tors and commonly patrol tree tops
{Bernard 1948}, so they might easily de-
tect any broken egg or dead chick. Ant pre-
dotion could play o more important role
than is generally supposed, especially in
areas with high ont densities {e.g. moun-
tain ants in mountain pine forests).®
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RESUM

Pérdug d'un niu de Liucareta Serinus
citrinella per possible predacié de
formigues

Les formigues s’han considerot
responsables direcles o indirectes de la
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pérdua de niys en diverses espécies d'ocells.
En aquesta nota es descriv un possible cas
que va afectar un niu de Livcareta Serinus
citrinella al Prepirineu cotald. El niv es va
trobar en fase de construccié el 18 de maig
de 2002. l'u de juny es va observar lo
femella covant lo posto, lo qual consta
normalment de cinc ous. Dues setmanes
després, el 14 de juny, no es van defectar
signes d’aclivitat dels pares of voltant def
niu. Durant un control efectuat el 18 de juny
el niv va ser trobat completament envait
per Formica rufa i omb un sol ou ol seu
interior. No es van localitzar restes dels
altres ous ni de cop poll mort,
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