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An extra primary feather and abnormal
sequence of primary moult in a House
Sparrow [Passer domesticus

]. M. FERNANDEZ GARCIA

On 21.07.97 ¢ first-year {Euring code 3) mole House Sparrow
Passer domesticus with an extro primary feather in the right wing
was trapped at El Corraf de fas Arrimadas, Ledn (NW Spain).

The left wing showed the normal number of feathers. The primaries
were in active moult, but the sequence was not fypical. A
comparison of the wings showed that the probable exira primary
was one of the troct 4-6 (descendently}.

Key words: House Sparrow, Passer domesticus, exire primary,

abnormal mouls.

José Maria Fernandez Gorcio. Instituto Alovés de la Naturoleze.
Apartado de correcs 2.092. 01080 Viterio (Alava), Spoin.

e-mail; fonani@ctv.es

Rebui: 09.08.99; Acceptat: 28.02.00

Few reports on extro flight-feathers in
the wing have been published io date,
most of them dealing with additional
secondaries in individuals of ceriain
species of passerines. Recently, reporis
have been made for the Tree Sparrow
Passer montanus [Bigas & Copete 1992),
Serin Serinus serinus {Copete et of. 1992),

Reed Buniing Emberiza schoeniclus

{Bertolero et ol. 1992), Blackcop Sylvio
atricapilla (Fernandez 1993), Citnl Finch
Serinus citrinella, Reed Warbler
Acrocephalus scirpaceus ond Cirl Bunting
Emberiza cirfus (Barrioconal et ol. 1993).
As regards primaries, the popers of
Stresemonn (1963}, Honmer {1981) and
Melville {1985} should be menticned, but
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such references are scarcer. Some of
these authors suggest thot this
phenomenon may be commoner than is
generally thought, calling for regular
examingtion of wings by ringers, o
ascerioin the rate of oppesrance.

The House Sporrow Passer domes-
ticus shows o normal number of 10
primories, 6 secondories ond a fotal of
19 wing flight-feathers, like most Pale-
arctic passerines (Snow 1967). On
21.07.97 a first-year {Euring code 3)
male House Sparrow was trapped of El
Corral de los Arrimadas (42°48° N, 5°147
W), province of tedn (NW Spain). The
bird was aged and sexed according to

| usual technigues based on plumage
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PIJ P9 P8 P7 P6 P+ PS P4 P3 P2 P1 51 52 53 54 5556 Tl T2T3

Left wing G 0606 0 2 5 2 53 00 006 000 00
Right wing 6 80 025 5353 53 0000 000 00

Table 1. Moult score of both wings. : primaries; 5: secondaries; T: tertials; P+ extra
primary.

Taula 1. Puntuacic de muda d'ambdues ales. P primaries; 5: secundaries; T: terciaries; P+:
primaria suplementaria, Left wing ala esquerra; Right wing: ala dreta.

characteristics, showing o mixture of | The bird was not recoptured
male- and female-type plumages, asis  subsequenily. Thus, some aspects such
typical for a first-year male House | as possible regularisation of number of
Sparrow in summer while in moult  feathers in consecutive moult cycles could
{Svenssen 1997). not be observed. As mentioned above,
A coreful examination of the bird | careful examination of bird wings during
showed o total of 11 primaries in the right ' ringing would probably help to add
wing. Differences in shape between the  evidence about the frequency and
extra feather and the rest were not found. | possible interpretation of abnormalities
The number of feathers in the left wing | in the number of wing fecthers: maving
was normal. The wing feothers were in - from cosual findings to evolutionary
aclive moult; mouli scores accerding o | implications. +
Ginn & Melville (1983) are provided in
Table 1. The sequence was not typical, ' ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
with primaries 1, 3 and 6 (descendently)

in growth, primaries 2, 4 and 5 A. Onrubia checked the droft.
compleiely fresh, ond primaries 7-10 old,
according fo wear, RESUM
The mouli sequence was symmeirical
in the two wings, apari from the presence Priméria suplementéria i seqUéncic

of the exira primary in the right wing. lis  anormal de mudc de primaries en un
position and insertion was not opporent, | Pordel Comy Passer domesticus

bui comparison suggested that the pro- El dic 21.07 97 es va copturar g Co-
bable addifional feather was one of the  rral de las Arrimadas, Leén [nord
tract 4-6. This case and others of extra  d'Espanye) un Pardal Comd Passer
[metacarpal] primaries harmoniously | domesticus mascle de primer any (codi
inserted [Miller 1924, Stresemann 1963, | Euring 3) amb una primaria addicional
Melville 1985) agree with the hypothesis | o 'ale dreta. Pala esquerra tenia ef
put forward by Stresemonn (1963), thot | nembre normal de plomes. Locell
claimed o lack of evolutionary chonge in | mostrova muda activa de primaries,
the number of functional primaries in | perd lo segiéncio registrade no erg -
most groups of birds, against the | pico. La comparacid entre ambdues ales
traditional vision that proposed a | vosuggerir gue la ploma suplementaria
reduction in the number of digital | corresponia probeblement o una del
primaries in the course of evolution le.g. | trocte 4-6 (numerades descendent-
Stegmann 1962). ment).
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