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Abstract: This panoramic and introductory text serves as a presentation to a book of the same title
that will appear in the US market in the coming months. It is a historical approach that, after using
@ Braudelian approach to identify the location of Barcelona in its Mediterranean context, aims to
show the various periods of abundance and crisis during its thousand-year history that have made it
the global city that it is today and formed the layers that make up the city’s modern urban palimpsest.

The periods discussed are: 1. commercial and colonial expansion in the Mediterranean during the
Middle Ages until the crisis in the fifteenth century, 2. the impact on the city of the dynastic union of
Catalonia and Castile during the era of colonial expansion in America, 3. industrialization and urban
growth, a period of social struggle during which the bourgeois city and national identity were created,
4. the other side of Barcelona during industrialization: social strife, conflict and urban opposition, 5.
the Barcelona of the Franco era and 6. the postmodern Barcelona: from the Olympics to the present
day. Alongside this overview, the text offers a substantial bibliography ranging from ethnographic and

historical studies to literary texts and other sources of social documentation.

Keywords: urban history, Mediterranean, palimpsest, architecture, social contexts, global city,
heritage, urban model.

Resumen: Este texto panordmico, de cardcter introductorio, sirve como presentacion de un libro con
el mismo titulo que aparecerd en el mercado norteamericano en los préximos meses. Se trata de una
aproximacion histérica que, tras identificar en un estilo braudeliano la ubicacion de la ciudad en su
contexto mediterrdneo, pretende destacar las huellas de su conformacién como ciudad global a través de
las diferentes fases de plenitud y crisis que se han sucedido a lo largo de mil anos de historia, forjando
las capas que configuran hoy el palimpsesto urbano barcelonés.

Las etapas que se narran son las siguientes: 1) la expansion comercial y colonial mediterrdnea du-
rante la Edad Media hasta su crisis en el siglo xv, 2) los efectos en la ciudad de la vinculacion dindstica
de Cataluiia con Castilla en la era de la expansion colonial americana, 3) la industrializacion, etapa
de crecimiento urbano, de luchas sociales y de conformacion de la ciudad burguesa y de una identidad
nacional, 4) la otra Barcelona de la industrializacién: luchas sociales, conflicto y contestacién urbana,
5) la Barcelona de la era franquista y 6) la Barcelona posmoderna, desde las Olimpiadas hasta la
actualidad. Junto a esta vision panordmica, el texto ofrece una abundante seleccion bibliogrdfica que
abarca desde estudios etnogrdficos e histéricos hasta obras literarias y otras fuentes de documentacion
social.

Palabras clave: Historia urbana, Mediterrdneo, palimpsesto, arquitectura, contextos sociales, ciudad

global, patrimonio, modelo urbano.
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Barcelona in the 2lst century has come to occupy a singular albeit paradoxical
position as a “global city” Barcelona cleatly is not a megalopolis by global
standards, with 1.7 million inhabitants in the city and perhaps twice that in
the urbanized metropolitan area. Nor has it been the capital of a state since the
Aragonese-Catalan Empire engaged its unification into what would become
Spain, beginning in the fifteenth century. Although the city and its polity
regained importance in the 19% century as a mercantile, financial and industrial
center, today Barcelona controls neither significant global production nor
financing. And while the home of multiple universities, museums, monuments
and memories, its cultural orbit remains circumscribed. Catalan, its national
language, boasts only ten million speakers, geographically concentrated
(the bilingual city also remains an important center for a wider Spanish-
speaking wotld). Even its most emblematic architect, Antoni Gaudi (1852-
1926), completed few major works away from the city, while his Barcelona
masterwork, the Expiatory Temple of the Sagrada Familia, remains caught up
in a controversial and internationally-funded completion.

These sometimes anomalous limitations prove important because
Barcelona as a city, its people and its place on a world stage so consistently defy
them. Since recapturing a global stage with the 1992 Olympics, Barcelona has
become an intensely popular destination for tourists, conferences, urbanists,
students and economic migrants. Local campaigns to maintain and to adapt
heritage, dramatic ongoing urban transformations, debates over culture,
democracy, peace and sustainability, transformational cuisine, dynamic
athletics and ecological planning all have become issues of local creativity (and
criticism) as well as global attention. These debates resonate with those of
Barcelonins of previous generations who made the city a center for projects as
diverse as maritime law, resurgent European nationalisms, anarchist bombings
and modern art. Global Barcelona may have become an urban brand in the
21+ century, but it also embodies a complex and contradictory city, culture and
people.

In recent years, citizens and scholars have sought to capture this peculiar
creativity and visibility of Barcelona in terms of its role as an urban model. The
2004 Universal Forum of World Culture, for example, embodied a claim by local
elites that Barcelona stood at the vanguard of global thinking around issues of

peace, diversity and sustainability. The vainglorious publicity surrounding such
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an event (itself part of a tradition embracing the Olympics and many earlier
events) met with skepticism among local intellectuals (Trallero 2004, Capel
2005, Delgado 2007) and everyday citizens (McDonogh 2011). Academic
calls for a Barcelona model, by contrast, have underscored the position of
Barcelona as a second city with a rich documentation of social and cultural
transformations for a millennium within the palimpsest of the city (McNeill
1999, Rowe 2006, Amelang 2007, Oyén 2009). Others have highlighted the
city’s character as an urban laboratory reformulating contemporary issues
of language (Woolard 1989, 2011; Conversi 1997, Ross 2007), urban form
(Prince of Wales 1990, Marshall 2000, Busquets 2005, Capel 2005) and social
issues ((Blanco 2009, McDonogh 2010, 2012, Erickson 2011). Underlying all
these claims is the sense that Barcelona as a city and group of citizens speaks
eloquently to urbanites worldwide. Moreover, while the model projected from
Barcelona has overtones of triumphant success, analysts have read the city for
multilayered process, debates, and questions about what citizens of Barcelona
and urbanites worldwide value in a good city. This universal debate, however,
remains rooted in struggles, internal and external, that have shaped this city
and its citizens for centuries.

In undertaking an accessible one volume overview of Barcelona —something
sorely lacking for classroom use and general reading since the already
problematic Olympic paeans of Robert Hughes Barcelona (1992) and Manuel
Vizquez Montalbdn’s Barcelonas (1992) — this text will emphasize an open
sense of the city as a place and people within millennia of global flows and as
a forum of questions as much as answers."! While providing a clear framework
of historical, political economic and social development of the city since the
Middle Ages, my background and ongoing studies as an anthropologist and
historian will help me to evoke multiple voices and alternative imaginations
that have erupted into streets and academies there. And, while providing a
foundation for American students who want to learn and talk about the city,
this work should be a conduit as well for the intense academic study (and other
debates) that have sought answers in Barcelona to a wider audience that does
not read Catalan, Castilian, or French and important scholarly production in

these languages.

1 Other less comparable texts of importance in English include McNeill 1999 and Busquets 2004. More
critical texts continue to be produced in Spanish and Catalan, e.g. Carreras Verdaguer 1992, Capel 2005, etc.
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The text will be structured around four recurrent themes so as to provide
a cogent overview of 2000 years of history and change; it includes roughly
chronological but overlapping chapters with an emphasis on the city since
the Industrial Revolution. The first theme is the physical form of the city
(see Busquets 1992/2003; Bohigas, Buchanan and Magnago Lampugnani
1990; Michonneau 2001/2, Ingresso 2011, etc). Treasured by architectural
historians and tourists alike, Barcelona’s presence and absence from European
history has made the city a unique palimpsest incorporating structures
ranging from Roman ruins to post-modern starchitecture. The monuments,
the walls, the boulevards, plazas and the marginal neighborhoods of the city
constitute everyday experiences of history, struggle and possibility even as they
have been restored and reinvented over time. While the theater of the city, in
Lewis Mumford’s sense, entails social construction over centuries, Barcelona
has offered resplendent stagecraft between the mountains and the seacoast
that will also allow visitors to associate history and social changes with the
contemporary city.

A second primary theme will be the diversity of peoples in this Catalan city
within a Castilian-dominated state. This appreciation of complexity begins
from Barcelona’s formation as a Mediterranean city and its history under the
domination of Romans, Arabs, and Franks as while recognizing the historical
presence and participation of Jews, Italian merchants, and New World
“transnationals.” Industrialization brought new waves of migrants into the city
from rural areas and nearby Aragon and later from distant areas of Spain that
contributed to crucial divisions of class and culture throughout the 20 century
(Candel 1969, 1985; McNeill 1999; Oyén 2009). Contemporary migrant
populations from Africa, Asia and the rest of Europe have made Barcelona
a newly cosmopolitan city within a multi-layered discussion of globalization
and citizenship (McDonogh 1993, 2008; Delgado and Lozano 2007, Arriaga
and Nicolas 2008; Nash, Benach and Tello 2008, Zontini 2010; McDonogh
and Wong 2012). Moreover, the text will show how people come to grapple
with and act on intersecting divisions of space, class, religion, gender, space and
virtue across the changing city.

In the modern period, of course, this discussion will analyze the political,
economic and human relations of Catalonia as a nation and Barcelona as its

capital within a changing Spanish state. Here, themes such as the relation of
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Catalan as a language to a Castilian that embraced the dominant discourse of
officials, the speech of local professionals and the accented language of poor
southern Spanish immigrants will provide insights into contemporary society
--and even the choices of Chinese or Senegalese immigrants choosing to
incorporate Castilian, Catalan or both into their wider repertoires (Woolard
1989, 2011; Frekko 2011). Again, in its dynamic bilingualism over the past
century, Barcelona represents a model response for global questions.

While the question of Castilian and Catalan power and presence in the
city are deeply linked to the rise of the nation-state, such diversity also speaks
to a third theme, globalization. As a city of migration in a terra de pas (land of
travel), Barcelona has embodied multiple processes of globalization since its
early colonization and conquest. Certainly, this includes economic change: the
industrial revolution that transformed the city in the 18" and 19" century, for
example, depended not only on immigrant workers but also on prior mercantile
globalization including markets in the new world and technologies as well as
competition from Northern Europe and North America (Schneidmann 1970,
Vilar 1962, Thompson 1991, Oyén 2009). As the Barcelona bourgeoisie
connected with styles from Paris and London, workers, in turn, found
revolutionary models there and disseminated them in the Philippines and the
New World (Seidman 1991, Anderson 2006). Long before the tragic global
battles of the Spanish Civil War (1936—1939) or the contemporary relations
of NATO, tourism, refugee migration and environmental policy that make the
global local in Barcelona today, global flows constituted the city, its political
economic foundations and its population in ways that nonetheless differentiate
from the experience of most Northern metropoles as well as colonial/
postcolonial cities, even those that share the Mediterranean world (Seidman
1991, Ealham 2001, Oyén 2009). Again, Barcelona provides a laboratory
for understanding and comparing alternative routes to the postmodern city
(McNeill 1999, Bollens 2007, Tello et alii 2008).

Finally, as a student of culture, I want to introduce Barcelona in such a
way as to incorporate institutions and agency, global spaces and trends as well
as individual, even eccentric creativity and voice. While this text will present
Barcelona in broad and accessible terms, it would be incomplete without myriad
voices, whether the arguments of medieval Jews, the marvelous chivalrous
worlds of Tirant lo Blanc (with commentary from Don Quijote), the 19*
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century women’s novels of Dolors Monserda, the protest cries of anarchists and
workers, the spirituality of Gaudi, the aesthetic vision of Picasso, Russinyol and
Miré (Larson and Woods 2005, Robinson et al 2006) and even the indignats
— young protestors — who recently took over streets and parks in a demand
for opportunities in the 21* century city that resonated from Cairo’s Tahrir
Square to Occupy Wall Street (Juris 2008). Any Barcelona model demands
polyphony even within a cogently structured exposition.

These four themes, in turn will develop across seven major chapters (and an
introduction that expands on the framing themes of this prospectus, framing
the city and its people and setting up Barcelona as a model for global urbanism):

Introduction

A City of the Mediterranean, to roughly 1000 CE

Barcelona as Capital: Power in the Medieval and Renaissance City (roughly
1000-1500 CE)

City, Nation, State, Empire: The Great Transitions (1469—-1700s)

Down with the Walls!!!: Industrialization, Nationalism and Identity in the
19 and 20* Century (roughly 1750-1939)

The Contested City, from the Factory to the Civil War (1830s—1939)

In and Out of Modernity: Barcelona During and After Franco (1936-1992)

Barcelona as Model for the 21 Century (1992-

For discussion, I conclude with a preliminary summary of these chapters,

their questions and some basic references (see attached bibliography).

Chapter I Foundation: A City of the Mediterranean (pre-
history to roughly 1000 CE)

This chapter will cover the physical setting, early history and socioeconomic
context of the city within the framework of Mediterranean studies as developed
by Braudel (1966), DiCastri and Mooney (1973) Horden and Purcell (2000),
Abulafia (2000) and others — including counterpoints included in Harris
(2005 especially Herzfeld 2005). As a subordinate colonial formation of
Carthaginians and Romans, Barcelona lacked a significant protagonism in
the classical and early medieval world until after the Franks reconquered it
from a relatively brief Muslim occupation (See Bensch 1995, Kulikowsi 2004).

Situating Barcelona within this larger framework allows the reader to begin to
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think about the growth and meaning of the city, however, in important ways
framed by events such as the Roman conquest around 15BCE, the capture of
the city by Muslims and its reconquest by Franks in 801. The chapter, while
laying an historical foundation, also links the city to the changing Mediterranean
today (McDonogh 2011, 2012) in a way that will emphasize the theme of the
city as question as well as prototype. This will be shorter albeit broader than
other chapters (5000 words)

Chapter II Barcelona as Capital: the Medieval and
Renaissance City (1000-1500)

This chapter focuses on socialand cultural issues of Barcelona within the Catalan
principality and Aragonese empire in terms of the city and its people while
covering the geopolitical changes of this period. The narrative must balance the
peninsular struggles of Muslims and Christians known as the Reconquista and
the peninsular and European dynamics of new kingdoms (Reilly 1992, 1993),
including the Disputation of 1263 that staged critical arguments between Jews
and Christians in a complex medieval society before peninsular society turned
against the Jews in a wave of massacres that reached Barcelona in 1391 (Chazan
1992; Catlos 2004 Klein 2006). Locally, through the formation of urban
political institutions and struggles, the activities of different economic actors
(merchants, guilds, outsiders, church), the construction of a monumental city
and the production of art and literature, global events intersect with growth
and divisions that culminated in the merger of the lines of the Count of
Barcelona and the Crown of Aragon in the 12 century and the growth of
a Mediterranean empire including Valencia, the Balearics and Naples before
the scourge of the Black Death and the peasant (remensa) uprisings of the 15
century. Along with many other historians and cultural scholars, this chapter
humanizes this period through writers, polemicists and politicians as well as
less heroic actors whose collaboration and disputes shaped an imperial capital
that still constitutes the core of the city — and a sense of nation that shapes
its citizenry (Dufourq 1966; Schneidman 1970 Bensch 1995, Chazan 1992,
Kosto 2001, Klein 2006). The florescence of art, literature and architecture in
the city also links to the 19* century revitalization of Catalan language, culture
and nationalism (6000 words)
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Chapter III City, Nation, State, Empire: the Great
Transitions (1400-1750)

The question of when decline began within the Catalan empire and its
capital and what, in fact, “decline” means has bedeviled scholars since the
monumental work by J.H. Elliot (1963: see Amelang 1992, Garcia Espuche
1998, 2005, Michonneau 2001/2). Starting with the events leading to the
dynastic marriage of Ferdinand of Aragon and Catalonia in 1469 with Isabel
of Castile and Leon and the “birth” of modern Spain, this chapter maps out
major events of unification of the state, European politics and the emergence
of a New World Empire that reshaped Barcelona, including Catalan exclusion
from this new wealth and Catalonia’s changing fortunes in the Mediterranean.
It will pay special attention to the unsuccessful Catalan revolt of 1640-52
and its aftermath. This chapter also recognizes that scholars continue to find
increasing complexity in the early modern city and its culture, ranging from
the interpretation of themes of wider European discourses to ongoing local
reform even at the moment later identified as cataclysmic defeat at the siege
of Barcelona in 1714 (Fontana 1972, Molas Ribalta 1986, Amelang 1992,
2007; Kamen 1993, 2003; Michonneau 2001/2, Jacobson 2009). While
sorting through multiple historical events and later interpretations remains
the primary critical task of this chapter, cultural and architectural themes will
actually demand less emphasis for the general reader. Yet this chapter will also
tease out changes in urban life in this period (Garcia Espuche and Guardia
Bassols 1986; Amelang 1986, 2008; Garcia Espuche 1995, 2005), as well as
how key concepts of imagined and governed communities come into play in
and around Barcelona (Maspons Anglasell 1907, Michonneau 2001/2002).
Despite the crucial wider political scale of actions and statecraft that we must
deal with, the book again reads Barcelona itself as an urban laboratory whose

development is relevant for later and wider comparison (6000 words)

Chapter IV Down with the Walls!!!: Industrialization,
Nationalism and Identity in the 19" and 20* Century (mid
18* century—1939)

The rebirth of Barcelona from the ashes of siege and repression in the early

18" century has been the mythic narrative of the struggle of the modern city
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to be great and has drawn in global scholars since Pierre Vilar (1962) and the
magisterial Jaume Vicens Vives (1959, 1961), including global scholars who
have challenged and elaborated on their work. It is important to follow — and
respond to — this narrative in reading a triumphal city from the Napoleonic
occupation (1808-1813) through the 19% century Reniaxenca (linguistic
and cultural renaissance) and the convergence of economic expansion and
cultural growth that underpinned nationalism and an artistic, literary, musical
and architectural florescence of the city into the 20" century. Here, the urban
expansion of the city built on the modernist geometries of the 1860 Cerda plan
provide a physical and temporal skeleton amid other markers of modernity
like World Expositions of 1888 and 1929 (Cerda 1867, Grau 1988; Grandas
1988). Here, I also break with chronological ordering by re-covering some of
the same ground in Chapter V from a different vantage: while the struggles
of elites and workers, Barcelonins and others need to nuance this great urban
transformation, I think this organization will emphasize the way different
citizens have fought to created quite different societies and even urban forms in
Barcelona in the modern period. This is obviously a chapter that will draw on
my own work on the bourgeoisie of the city and later critical developments in
the study of economics, political power and urban change (McDonogh 1986;
CarrerasVerdaguer 1992, Falgues et alii 2006; Jacobson 2009, etc). Critical
readings of historical consciousness and power such as those raised by Epps
(2004), Michonneau (2001/2), and Resina (2008) also will also anchor this in
a more complex vision of the city as an area. This will be the longest chapter
in the book, in part because of the artistic, architectural, literary and musical
florescence of the period recently celebrated in major museum expositions
wotldwide (Robinson et al 2006, Sala 2008, etc.) (8000 words)

Chapter V The Contested City, from the Factory to the Civil
War (1820s-1939)

As factories and milltowns took shape in a modernizing Barcelona, protests
arose against them. As a financial-industrial elite coalesced, it met opposition
not only among competing power holders in the Spanish state and wider
industrial world, but also among local citizens — workers, middle class critics,
intellectuals, artists, housewives. A chapter on the contested city gives these
voices their due as creators of a city even they remain unmarked in the
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boulevards, monuments and palaces of the turn of the century city. Beginning
with the Luddite destruction of Spain’s first steam-powered factory, El Vapor,
in 1835, this chapter chronicles the emergence of anarchists, socialists as
organized forces and the thoughts of men and women of the working class
as well as the changing issues of the city evidenced in events such as the
1893 bombing of the Liceu opera house (McDonogh 1986) and the city-
wide repression of the Tragic Week of July 1909. The chapter ends with the
issues of the second republic and civil war (1931-1939) as well as the global
moment of the aborted 1936 Popular Olympics, scheduled to begin the day
the Spanish Civil War broke out. Drawing on major ongoing works by Kaplan
(1992), Balfour (1989), Seidman (1991), Kaplan (1992), Ealham (2001),
Anderson (2006), Oyén (2009), and my own research on the portside barrio
chino (McDonogh 1999, Maza 1999, see Davidson 2010), I will underscore
the multiple Barcelonas that contested the modern period and their relevance
for multiple contemporary issues from language to ecology (Masjuan Bracons
1992, Pi-Sunyer 2006). This chapter will also serve to guide readers to areas
of contemporary debate that remain vivid in the city and beyond (6000 words)
Chapter VI In and Out of Modernity: Barcelona During
and After Franco (1936-1992)

Contemporary Barcelona was ruled for nearly four decades (1939-1976) by
various avatars of a Spanish state unsympathetic to the cultural goals of the
city if not to its economic values. By the time this book reaches readers, the
city will have passed an equal period of separation from Franco — transitional,
generally Catalan and socialist rule. In carefully reviewing decades together, we
can trace common themes —the reshaping of the city, the meanings of division
and globalization, the struggle for language and culture — that have made
Barcelona both a vibrant city and a crucible for problems faced by many world
metropoles —from urban redevelopment to migration, ecology and identity. As
such, this chapter lays the foundations for current issues being questioned as
much as answered in Barcelona, the themes that will constitute a contemporary
concluding chapter on the basis of these historical and cultural analyses.
Although the chapter begins with the consolidation of the Francoist
regime in 1939, it does not end with Franco’s death in 1975 but moves onward

through the transition to democracy that found its global capstone in the 1992
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Summer Olympiad. This division accepts the divergent experiences of those
Franco years where industrial development was linked to traditional Catholic
piety and modern architecture to international subversion — epitomized in the
1952 Eucharistic Congress in the city. Yet, it also looks to continuities and
survivals that link the modern city with its earlier history, drawing together
the voices and issues of the two previous chapters to show how the city,
elites, workers and immigrants and creative life were transformed by war, the
Francoist conquest of the city and Barcelona’ subsequent development as a
renewed immigrant industrial hub and then a center for European tourism
that offered a new window to and from the continent in the 1950s and 1960s
(Hansen 1977). From here, the chapter will examine through resistance that
grew into the 1970s, amid Marxist and monastic venues, and the transition
from Franco to a more democratic, localized (nationalist) regime for the city
and the polity that brought socialists into control in 1979. The 1992 Olympics,
hosted by a powerful socialist Mayor (Pascual Maragall,See Maragall 1968,
Bohigas et al 1990, McNeill 1999) in counterpoint to a conservative Catalanist
autonomous government and the grey eminence of a Francoist Catalan
minister, Juan Antonio Samaranch critical to the selection process (Mauri and
Uria 1998, McDonogh 1999, Hargreaves 2000). This chapter also follows
themes of reform mentioned above including the politics of language and the
reformation of the city as physical space as well as the economic transitions of
the post-industrial period as well as those skeptical of this growth (King 2001,
McNeil 1999, Delgado 2007, Keown 2011). (8000 words)

Chapter VI Barcelona as Metropolitan Model for the 21*
Century

Having posed Barcelona as a model city in the introduction, this final chapter
situates the reader with regard to select contemporary debates where the city
has become a referent for local change and global issues. While possibilities
range from Barca football to the concoctions of new Catalan cuisines, three
themes bring together the organizing principles of the text. Architecture and
planning in the city have taken on new dimensions as they have converged
with discussions of sustainability ranging from changing uses of the city to

new technologies, epitomized in the Universal Forum of World Cultures of
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2004 (Trallero 2004, Capel 2005, Delgado 2007, Degen 2008, Ingresso 2011,
McDonogh 2011). Bilingualism and language planning shows how local
identities and coexistence are negotiated from the street to the parliament to
the arts and cinema as well as the ways in which global migrations and media
intersect with local practices (Zontini 2010, Woolard 2011, Frekko 2011).
And issues of human rights as immigrants, as citizens seeking autonomy and
independence and in new “outraged” generations seeking a clear future continue
to spill into the streets of Barcelona in marches and protests that claim the
city as a changing crucible whether responding to globalization in 2003 or
protesting local lack of opportunities for young people in 2011 (Juris 2008).
Here, the text ends with Barcelona as a model for other cities in the ways that
the city and its citizens face its own demanding questions (5000 words).
Bibliography: A preliminary bibliography is attached, with an emphasis for
the moment on works available in English. Depending on editorial decisions it
could be rearranged in sections or by chapter or expanded to better incorporate

literature and film as well as sources for further reading.
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